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T H F. 



EDITOR'S PREFACE. 



npHE following manufcript accident- 
^ tally fell into my hands. The 
ftile and fentiments of the Letters can* 
not, I think, offend the moft refined 
tafte. The pleafure I received on peru*- 
fing them induces me to offer them ta 
the public in their native fimplicity, and 
ncedsy I hope, no apology- If the beau- 
ties of epiftolary writing confift in its 
wearing the face of converfation^ may 
not thofe beauties be corrected awajj^ 

ficic^ 
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t many fine piAures are fpoiled b| 
r finiihing ? J 



I ihall be happy if I find, &om the 
reception this trifle meets with, I am 
not fingular in my opinion, or vain in 
flattering myfelf the world will not, at 
leaft, condemn the taite of its 

moft obedient, 

humble fervanty 

The Editor* 
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L E ,T T;,E R S 

FROM 

H E N R I E T T A . 

TO 

M O R y I N A. 

L E T T E R L 

My dear Morvina, 

TH E pain my whole family 
exprefled about that healthy 
yoH know I do not want, made parting 
from you all ftill more grievous to 
me; and nothing but the deference^ 
the awful refpedt, I ever feel towards 
Vol. I. B my 
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my mother, joined to the tender re- 
gard I bear hert can excufe me to my 
own heart for not letting her into the 
real caufe of this precipitate excurCon* 

Althoi^h returning the paffion of a 
much admired young man of fa(hk>n 
has in it nothing lingular, or unpar- 
donable, when it exceeds not the limits 
prefcribed our fcx, and where the lover 
has ran through all the forms of 
knight-errantry, formsyou^ well know, 
my romantic turn of mind could by 
no means difpenfc with, I feared know- 
ing the wretched ftatc of my heart 
^ ould not a little hurt my mother's, 
ever fondly tender towards me 5 and 
that her pride would iljp brook the 
thought of her firft and favourite 

daughter 
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daughter (pardon me the expreflion) 
marrying a younger brother, though 
of the beft blood in Europe, without 
a fortune fufEcient to fupport that 
rank ihe had hitherto maintained in 
the world, and by her birth had every 
right to maintain ; befides, my fettled 
purpofe is to put an end to this affair 
one way or the other; and I am apt to 
believe, my dear Morvina, it muft be 
done in the lead: pleafing but moft 
falutary way, for my mh^s htalth^ for 
believe me, the mother deceives him, 
perhaps herfelf, and knows not that 
the fulnefsof her heart is avarice, which 
will not allow her (when it comes to 
the point) to part with a fingle tpc 
of the golden %:alffo long as her eyes 
are open. A little of her ladyfhip's oeco^ 
B 2 nomical 
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tfiomkal turn might have rendered i 
ids needfvil for him. 

Your offer, the delicacy of whlc 
no language can reach, my heart ever 
xnoment feels in its full force: bu 
was I capable of accepting of it, I mul 
be totally unworthy of it, unworthj 
the name I bear ; and whilfl: a fingli 
ft)ark of generofity remained in m] 
breaft, deteft myfelf The compan) 
of a fifter I fo truly and tender!] 
love, mull add to my happinefs ir 
every fitiiation of life, but then ii 
muft be obtained on terms lefs injurious 
to you, my dear Morvina, and Mi 
fliameful to me. But enougb of this, 
our hearts are too nearly akin to leavi 
us ignorant of each other's fentiments, 
I Ihall write to my mother from Lord 

M — .'s, 
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M ** % wher^ I hope to be to-mor- 
mw, 'and to you igain. fo foon as I 
reach town, which muft be the day 
following. ^ ^h'ere I expeft to- meet 
With letters frorii D*- — -— ^, perhapi^ 
with too much impatience ; not that 
I think he merited my rage about th« 
xhafte Peodope, yet, from the afpeft 
things at prcfcnt wear, I cfanndt beginu 
loo foon: to fubdue a paflion which^ 
may probably turn out unfuccefsful,. 
and which at beft affords no very 
bright profpedt 

Two days travelling in an eafy car- 
Fiage with my fervant only, allowed, 
me ample leifure for refledtion. I 
viewed this affair in every different 
Kght my reafon could (uggeft, yet 
B 3 never 
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never was I able to draw* bagpinefk 
within that point of view where I once 
thought it infeparably united; my 
nearer connexion with D ■ His 

vanity is unbounded i my pride and 
jealoufy would keep pace with it; the 
confequence muft be eternal wrangling^ 
diil;refling in every fituation, infinitely 
nore fi> when a narrownefs of fortune 
wUl not admit of amufing that melan- 
choly indulging fails not to increafe. 
The diflipated turn of mind men art 
born with, at lead bred up in» makes 
it very pollible for a man to render a 
wife completely miferable, though he 
at the fame time loves her and her 
only, and prefers her to every thing 
but variety ; for what avails the caui^ 
if the effedt is die fame. I am entered 

on 
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OQ s fubject I know not wherc^ oi; 
when to end. But I mud to bed» as 
I proceed on my journey at four in th« 
morning. Adieu, my Dear ; would you 
were with me. But how far foever 
our lot cafts us afunder, our hearts I 
truft umte> nay, endeavour to out-fbtp 
eadi other in £|^erly afff^&ion, &C.. 
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L E T T E R IK 

London^ Monday. 

NO fooner am I arrived in town 
than I long to tell my dear 'Morvin* 
D ■ ■ ■ *s letters (three of which I 
found here) fay all I can wifh. But 
do they fpeak the language of his heart, 
or is not vanity the reigning paflioA 
thete, ever ready to facrifice the eafe 
of thofe be beft loves to the idle 
gratification of the prefent moment ? 
You cannot judge thcfe fufpicions 
unwarrantable, when you refleft on 
that behaviour I firft took umbrage at. 
That he had any attachment for 

a I by 
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I hy; nameaqs imagined y hardly GOul(f 
I believe her food for his vanity ; fof^ 
liberally and undiftinguiihingly does- 
fee befto w her favours^ You will think 
tfien (he is below my jealoufy 5 fo do I^ 
But if a man within three days of tftat 
fixed for his marriage, can fuffer at 
brutal paflSon to rua away with him fo^ 
far; as even to rifle offending, if not 
lofing the woman of his choice^ Ihc 
has little to expecSt when abfolutely in^ 
his power, and nothing to da but 
filently andforely t<y lament herown^ 
folly 5 a folly the world in general 
will incline more to laugji at thanr pity^v 
therefore L muft haye thorc' folidv 
affuraaces than the brittle promifes pf 
a lover to reft my hhh on for his 
future conduft, and to iivduce me . to^ 
B 5 refjgnfc 
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tt&gn up my liberty to 6ne whc^ on 

the bare prefumption he was fure of it» 

i 
has dared to abufe his power. No, ] 

my dear lifter, time and a fteady per* *{ 

feverance in endeavouring to merit my j 

hand can alone convince me he is I 

worthy of it. I may perhaps be too 

expecting, but were breaking my hear( 

to be the confequencc» bend it (haU 

not, or recede one tittle from what 1 

at firft exacted from him. I hate your 

whining nymphs, and marvel not that 

men defpife them. If fentiment» tf 

reafon, if friendfhip has any part in 

forming a comiedion, it muft be reci« 

procal. Your taflel gentles, your 

cooii^ turtles, who fighing wait their. 

tyrant mates return, are incapable of 

a heart^fclt' paflion s wd delerve to 

lofe 
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lofe the efteeip of a hufband, as well 
as his perfon. If he ever allows himfelf 
to refleft rationally, he cannot but 
believe their tendemefs, their attach* 
ment^ is merely perfonal ^ and that a 
woman who wants ipirit to feel» and 
re&nt an injury, wants every generous 
fentiment neceflaiy to either love or 
frieridfliip. Lord M > i> met me on 
the road, and carried me to his houfe, 
where my dear lady M ■ » ■ waited 
Cor me with an impatience you will be 
better ^le to imagine than I to paint. 
Indeed, the joy which appeared in all 
our countenances on meeting was fuch 
as friendlhip only can infpire. With 
feme difficulty, and much reluctance, 
I left them .this morning, not without 
a faithful promife ,to return the firft 
B 6 • moment 



rt&ment if was ioi my powfitv^wWc^t 
certainly mean: (and ftfell be happy) 
to do. Feaf of m^ki*^ another fa\» 
concha confiQea: hir to the houfir, 
tliough her Udy&ip.i$ ilLparfedt health 
knd fpirits.' Her lord, and lady E ' ■ "" ■^ 
are ever with^ her^ and ever fecku3g 
fcefli amufements for her: She merits 
k from both> Is- it not almoft time to 
jtell you my lodgings are the prettieft 
in town*5 the furniture elegant, trois 
peice fur le plein pie* My bed cham- 
ber is over my dining room, a very 
pretty dreffing room within, and a 
clofet within that ; in fhort, the whole 
houfe is mine, one room only excepted", 
which the good old woman, who has 
the care of all, occupies. Befides all 
this, I have a wonderful pretty garden, 

with 
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witfc a portico ; at the end of it. I 
bcgaa to fear my Uvcly friend had 
novcr confidered the rent^ but upon 
ccfcaminadoa I £3uml timt too . ai 
reafoiiable as I could wifiiv it is^ the 
very next ftrcet- to kdy ' » ■ and 
madamc D-*— — . I hare ferit to them; A 
violentrapat the doon It is them. They 
met my fervant, and would hot delay 
a moment coming to their dear coulin, 
their cftimable friend, &c. &c. you 
will readily believc.^-But I hear them 
on the flairs, I muft go and make my 
curtfy. How mighty civil does curiofity 
appear. Juft done tea. Tb/y have feiz- 
* ed this moment to make fome vifits. 
I fup with them this evening: muft 
bid my dear fifter adieu, for this day, 
I have written by this poft to my 

mother. 
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jtnother. I know you will be ever 
attentive and aflfe^fcioiiate towards her; 
and believe, my dear Morvina, I love 
her ^too tenderly to confent to any 
thing that can give her a moment's 
pain, coft me what it wilL Should^ 
fhe have any apprehenfions, you may 
fafely venture to quiet them, on the 
fcore of 

Your truly affe&ionate fifter, &c^ 



LET- 
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LETTER nr; .\ 

My dear Momnat^ 

W E had a private party laft nigh;; 
compofed of les bel efprits of the 
very .firfl: clafe. Lady ■ ■ ■■ i^' and 
madame Di , extremely lively j 

they Ihewed me very particular ho- 
nours ; Sir F. D was uncom- 
ihonly entertaining ; and you know he 
is always enough fo to roufe any thing 
animate % the little efFefb it had upon 
me convinces me my fpirit^ are funk 
into a lower ftate of dejection than I 
was aware of, and require every effort 
on my part, to reftore them in any 

fdegrcc 
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degree to their original ftandard. A 
pretty expreflion, that, fuitable to the 
tafte of the times, and to my tajicy I 
fear. Can you believe an ear io nicely 
delicate as mine once was, is now in- 
finitely more 'delighted- with the noify 
drum, fife, &c. than with the moft 
fublime opera ? I Ihall notwithftanding 
^ go to the next, to hear a new finger, 
infinitely beyond all I have ever heard, 
I am told, equal if not fuperiour to the 
much famed Farenelli,: in whofe praifc. 
my mother and aunts have often* been' 
fo lavifh, as to make us wilh wehad 
made our appearance in this vifible 
world fomewhat foonen I am not clear 
I wifti it not ftill, though from a dif- 
ferent motive. Will you forgive me^ 
my honeft Morvina, if I fay bccaufc I 

fhould 



( 17 ) 

ftiould be To much nearet* leaving r^ 
But I muft either change my fubjeft, 
or put an end to my letter. To dwell ^ 
upon grievances, t^ the world in ge- 
neral, is impertinent; to our f)articulair 
friends, cruel, and by no means likely 
*p remove them» fince it only ferves ta 
perpetuate the remembrance of them # 
and the fureft method is to ^rgj^^ 
Fortunately for you, I hear a rap It- f 
the door; expeft a tranfitory reiie? 
only, for I Ihall refome my penL fd» 
feort-as'thc vifit isover.' ' 

Who is it, can you guefs, that fayi 
I fhall not write fix lines more to you ? 
I know you cannot, and I hate fuf- 
penfe too much myfelf to inflid: it oa 
othefs. It is the dear, the worthy^ 

but 
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but a truce with epithets, fince nonfer 
caa reach her amiability; it is lady 
B » who infifts on my going home 
with her to dinner, I have akeady 
opened my heart to her in part, and 
mean to do it wholly, though I am 
perfedly fatisfied (he will immediately, 
fet about divefting it of every foible 5 
to ^ make way for that native dignitj> 
. the men term pride : be that a» it may^ 
k is our beft re&urce, the never failing 
refuge of ourfex^ I hope to-naorrow 
will bring me a letter from you^ 
Adieu 1 love with equal fnendfhip 
your afFe^lionate^ &c.^ 



/ 



( «9 ) 



LET T E R IV. 

My dear Morvina, 

I H A D an uninterrupted conver-* 
fation of three whole hours with lady 
B yefterday, on the chapter of 

«-.-*'• To an excellent head and heart; 
her ladyfhip has added fome erudition 
and much knowledge of the worlds her 
ranlc in life» the public charafler ihe 
held abroad, for many years, afforded 
her various opportunities of knowing 
mankind; her extraordinary penetra* 
tion, vivacity, and clearnefs of judg-; 
ment, aided her in making the beft 
ufc of all. Happy in fuch a friend to 
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guide my unexperienced youth, ought 
I to repine at little rubs we all muft 
meet with, the common lot of hu- 
manity •, and it greatly depends ott 
ourfelves to leflen or augment cvea 
them. But to my more immediate 

"purpofe : lady B views *s 

behaviour through reafon's eye, and 
finds him culpable, and fo often as 
paflion fuffers me to appeal tb mine, I 
join in verdift with her, wonder at the 

' power of partiality, the defpotifm it 

holds over our underftanding. I anv 

^ ^ far from fufpefting he meant to oflPend 

me ; but he meant what is a thoufand 

' times worfe, to deceivd me v to abufe 
that tendernefs, that opinion I had of 
him, to render me in a Ihort time 

' the miferable dupe of my own own 

. credulity^ 
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credulity J and his predominant paflion 
once gratified, to make me a tame do- 
meftic animal, ufeful to his intereft, 
nay, perhaps to his pleafures too. He 
reckoned my ^nV^ would turn to his 
account, and no fufFerings, however 
fcvere, force me to confefs to the 
world, to my family, and friends^ how 
weak my judgment, how ftrong my 
paflSon, for an objed unworthy my 
attention, otherwife than merely as an 
objeft. Handfome he certainly is ; but; 
alas! perfonal charms^ allcAring they 
were permanent, cannot enfurc happi- 
nefs for any length of time : and no 
fooner do we know a man capable of 
playing the villain, than we perceive it 
marked mofl: ftrongly in every fea- 
ture, and feel difguft towards the 

whole. 
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Airhole. This 'preamble will lead yom 
into a knowledge of my determinatioHt 
to put a final end to this fiUy affair. I 
mean to fet bim once more, in order to 
receive my letters^ and reftore bis. 
Pronounce me not unliable, prone to 
.change, &c. No, my Morvina, my 
heart has felt too fore a wound to be 
fufceptible of a fecond flame, or to re- 
gain its native eafe ; that eafe, which 
flbone through every thing I faid, 
through all I did| which made me 
ever pleafed, ever happy, and dcfi- 
rous of rendering others fo. That I 
may not now break in upon their hap- 
pinefs, and become a tax upon my 
friends, I put on fpirits when they 
arc far from me, and fpcak of myfelf 
rarely 9 indeed, never in confidence to 

any. 
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f^ fave you and lady B ' ■ 2 You 
y remember it was an early maxim 
mine, we (bould never make more 
ifidents in any affair than what is 
(blutely necelTary towards the accom- 
Ihment of it. Notwithftanding my 
icas with had reached the 

rs of ladyP ^ and twenty 

ore of our chers amij before my ar- 
^al, I carefully avoided dropping a 
igle fy liable that could betray my^r- 
id to town, or my refolves fince. I 
|e lent my own f^rvant with a letter 
— , who now commands a 
of the guards at N*— — , tola* 
him of my fettled purpofe ; and 
he ftill perfifts in rcquefting to 
^r my letters into my own hands, 
|iy have an opportunity of doing 

it 
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it at 4 watcr-drinking place, where I 
Ihall be in a few days, and which is at 
leaft thirty miles nearer iim. Any 
mortal but my dear Morvrna, would 
wifh me near any thing, but a pen and 
ink. Tobe confciousofthis, andftilt 
run on tiripg you to death; is too inde- 
licate, too felfifhi therefore farewelj 
love, and'believe me ever your tender 
and unfeigned friend, &c. 



P. S, The account you give of our 
dear mother^ health and fpirits, is the 
only pleafing occurrence that has been 
able to force its way into my heart fince 
we parted : pray Heaven (he may long 
remain on earth, a blefling to us j and 
enable us to merit, in fome" degree, a 
gift fo ineftimable, 

I muft 
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I muft not forget to tell you, I was at 
the Opera laft night. Very full, very 
fine indeed; Manzoli's voice beyond 
imagination charming ; his adlion and 
figure nothing reniarkable. My old 

'frifends, Lady-D — - and Mifs S- > 

were in the Vbry hext box to ours ; fur- 
^ized not a little, but agreeably fo, to 
find me in town. I ^'t(h the iatteV 
may not divine tht cauie. Once more, 
goodf^bt. My next letter will be from 
5——, Where I go to-morrow to drink 
thjC Waters of Lethe; they otil^ have 
|)0#er to heal my malady. 
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LETTER V, 

JLethcl May -it merit 
««- Tx m«> • that app^ladon from 

M/iDcar Morvina, m^r 

I AM this inftanc arrived at the moft 
Ihabby of all fhabby places. Suc!i 
rooms! fuch walks ! But no matter; 
it is new -, and from that charm aloiie fo 
crowded, it is a mercy I have bfen able 
to get a lodging. A piece of good foi> 
tune I owe to tlve Nafh of the place, 
having had the honor (as he fays) of 
being known to the Vifcount my bro-. 
ther. It is the only houfe empty near 
the Wells. My friend, after begging 
leave to prefent his wife to rpe in the j 
walks, informed me my acquaintance 

Lady 



\ 
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Lady B. W. her fitter, and two daugh- 
ters, are bere^ and live within an hun- 
dred yards of my houfc. I fliall go to 
sbmj but make no new acquaintance. 
My fpirits arc too much depreflcd to 
let merelifli the melange o£ company, 
confequently the riotous, vulgar jollity 
of the very ftrft places of this fort. I 
fend this by my poftilion, who is this 
monient fetting off fortowii^ to get me 
a better pair of horfcs, for I mean to 
travel al)0Ut much ; the country is pret- 
ty, and to me entirely new. Adieu, 

Yours ever. 



Let mc hear from you foon. 
I {hall write no more till after the in- 
terview. 
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LETTER VI. 



My dear Morvina, 

I SEE you ftand aghaft ! You y 
der what is become of me ! You 
elude my fine refolves are vaniihed : 
nifhed at the fight of ■, 

he has been h€re) and that I wouW 
be the firft to give you an accoun 
my own defaite: toute au contr 
The very fight of a man who hac 
far prefuqued upon the ftrengthofm) 
tachment to him, as to venture rifi 
ing the lofs of it, roufed all the Bi 
in me, enabled me to (hew him, 1 1 
defpifed and abhorred an heart cap 
of duplicity, not to add ingratiti 
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and I couU not, i faid, potfiiade my^ 
l:H to bdbve^ the kead whrch accom* 
paaiied it much m^e valuable : and I 
ihycmid hold that woman cheap indeed, 
who pretended to love where fhe could 
flot eftcem'- A paffion*, fo Ihatneful ill 
became the delicacy of our fex, and 
deferved a much harflicr name than 
that of love. Perfonal likings were 
<!ertainly very conquerable 5 for the 
moipent reafon had withdrawn from be- 
fore our eyes the cloud of partiality, fofar 
as 'to let us fee even the trifling light fuch 
charafters mufl: appear in to the rational 
part of the world, Kttle would remain, 
hut^h! the. pity orCt^Iaga. You will 
think, my dear Morvina, my heart did 
not altogether agree with my tongue ^ 
I believe he thought (o too, by the infi- 
nite pains he took to reinilate himfelf 
C 3 there J, 
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tbere^ and his ftcady pcrfcverancc in rc- 
fufing mc my letters. Hefaid, unlefs 1 
would tell him what caufc I had to think 
they were lefs fafe in his hands now, 
than at the time 1 wrote them, he 
hoped I would permit him to preferve 
them, however fevere and cruel the lot 
I doomed him to : knowing I had once 
harboured gentler fentiments, lefs inju- 
rious to bimy and more worthy of me^ 
. would afford him fome confolation, &c. 
I told him, with a fmile of contempt, I 
believed they contained nothing fingu- 
larly abfurd, nothing more than all idle 
letters of that fort contained j yet I 
could not, I mufl: confcls, forbear re- 
gretting that fuch monuments of my 
folly ihould furvive even the folly it-- 
felf, I perceived his vanity felt no 
inconfiderable wound : indeed his heart 

feemed 
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fccmed h^irt, and to join moft fincercly 
with his tongue, which wanted not ora- 
tory to paint his fuflferings in fo deplora- 
ble a light, that I began to fear the 
contagion-, and judging it eafier to fly 
than refift temptation, rung my bell, or- 
dered my carriage inftantly to the door, 
told him I had outftayed my engage- 
ment to Lady E — — W . He en- 
treated a few minutes farther audience, 
which Kke a moft cruel princefs, I re- 
fufed. He handed mc into my chaifc : 
it was well I was not going by water, 
the vehemence sf his fighs rnuft have 
9verfet the boat. Suppofe ic had, he 
would undoubtedly hav€ plunged into 
the gulph, laved my life at the hazard 
of his own, and gratitude on my pare 
muft have paid the price of his prowefs. 

I fupped at Lady E W : he was 

G 4 obliged 
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obliged to return that night to his 
quarters, which however he did not do,, 
until he had traverfed under her Lady- 
ihip*s windows at leaft a thoufand times. 
He had no fort 9f ac.quaintahce with 
her ; there was not the fmalleft chance 
of his being aflced in 5 but I had the 
pleafure of hearing my tafteuniverfally 
approved by thofe who knew npt of my 
paffion, confequently could npt mean ta 
flatter me* In (hort, I found he has 
charms enow to juftify me to the worldy 
though not to myj[el/'y and th^t my head 
andheartwcreJikelytp continue at w^r 
with each other fprne time longer, t 
cannot toofoon return to the aipiable 

Lady B , whofe councils have 

ever been to me mpft fajutary. He. pi^jr 
g^t leave to conic here again-, i^ni ay 
come for ^ few hows witl^out leave, ^nd 

pcrffeciitc 
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periccute me with a paffiqn, 1 cojuld al- 
moft believe he now feels. That beJief 
jpfiay perhaps awaken mine. The a^ 
tation of mind this ititerview threw mie 
iiitp, you, will readily^believe, appeared^ 

in my, countenance. Lady E r* 

marked it. I feized the opportunity q£ 
telling her the waters by no means 
agreed with me j. that I believed 1 muft 
defift from drinking them, whi|e I dic\ 
,ftayatS \ ■ '» andti^at my ftay there 
would neceffarily, be fhortcr than I at: 
firft intended ; as my phyficij^nsin town 
might probably recomm^d fome other 
fpa to me. You know Lady E- k ■■ 
and her lifters are old friend^ o£ mine: 
we have lived together ever ftnce 1 have 
been at this, place.. Her Ladyjhip's 
lioufc is not abqve two hundred yards 
from mine: np. vulgar manfion (I aflure 
C s youX 
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you) in the days of our Henrys and 
our Edwards, though dwindled into the 
habitation of an honeft farmer, who 
lives in the fuperfluous offices, and lets 
the reft Out for the water-drinking fea- 
fon. My domicile is every thing in 
miniature, and was you to come here, 
you would be tempted (as our friend 
Mr. W — was at a certain dutchcfs's) to 
defire it might be brought to your car- 
riage. After all, it is every thing 1 
want*, and infinitely better adapted to 
my prefent turn of mind than the moft 
fupcrb palace. The fituation to the 
full as romantic as I am, or was^ when 
1 ufed to ftand freezing at the end oi 

the terras in poor R *s park, liften- 

ing by turns to the gentle murmuring 
ftream, and rapid cafcade, your mor- 
tal avertion. ' The length of my lettei 

wil 
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will I hope ferve to convince you my 
iilence can never proceed from want of 
inclination to converfe with you. I 
fhall write to you, once again at leaft, 
before I leave this place,, though I mean. 
to be laborioufly civil, and ffy about 
abundantly while I do ftay. That we 
cannot fly from our own minds I will 
allow, buc we may amufe that melani- 
choly it would b^ madncfs to indulge. 
I omit not one poll writing to my mo* 
ther, therefore you know I am in perfeft 
health j: and to know the weaknefs of 
my heart, which by the way argues no 
great thought of head, will be as irk- 
fome for you to read, as for me to write; 
but in every humour, in every fituation,, 
reft affurcd I am^truly yours, &C.. 



C 6 L E T- 
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LETTER VfL 

My dear Morvinat 

HE has tried every cfFbrc- to difturh 
my peace of mind: ahs ! he does dis- 
turb it : has, I fear, for ever ruined it. 
Yet there is fome confblaition, fiime fa- 
tisfaftionin being able to conceal* our 
woes from the worthlefs author of them,» 
Oh ! juft Heaven, can I, do I live to 
write him worthlefs,, and, to you^, my 
dear iijdul^eatfifter, whQ hayqliftooed 
to mq whijft I fpjent whole days in teV 
ling forth, hi^jgraifci, Xtc infl?»l?ility^ of 
human nature ! Was I then deceived, 
or am I now miftaken ? iFain would I 

believe; 
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believe the latter: but whejti doubts 
once feize upoii'the mind, trifles light as 
air, feen through that magnifier jpalou- 
fy, are indeed confirmations ftrong a^ 
proofs of holy: writ; and we may bid 
adieu, aiaft adieu» to future, friendftb,, 
which by mutual confidence alone fpb-- 
fifts; that food deqied^. it £cke;i$,. an^ 
Ihortly dies. Ought / not tkih tp feci 
the gentknefs of my lot», con^pared 
to that I was on the very yerge qf 
foftaining ;. to have beeo in the power of 
my tyranty obliged to bear his taunts, to 
fupplicate^ his fmiles \ perhaps have lit- 
tle innocent partners in my forroWs, who 
could ha.ve no Chare in die follies which 
caufed them: to brbg them up with 
fcntiments different to my ^^tt, unequal 
to their birth,^ had to me been as impot 
fible, as to have given them the de 

quojr 
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quoy to iuppon fucb fentiments ; while 
a father laviihed on vanity and diffipa- 
tion the only poflible means towards it. 
Reflexions fuch as thefc muft furely ren- 
der every ill we fiifier fingly fupport- 
able, at leaf{ to a mind not totally void of 
delicacy, and fecure us from danger of 
relapfes. To you I will confefs, I be- 
lieve myfclf heroine enough to endure 
the foreft ftrokes of fortune fingly and 
fecretly ; but to fit the fad witnefs to the 
pangsof thofe I love, a pointed objeft. 
for fools to gaze at, and for the beft natu- 
tured part of Mankind to infult with 
their pity, is more than I am eqpal to: 
therefore I am determined toperfevere 
in my firft refolves, coft me what it 
will 1 and Ihould my heart be made of 
fuch, brittle fluff, e'en let it break: it 
fliall J nor aft unworthy the heroic race 

whence 
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whence it fprung, or the charafter of 
your afieftionatc filler and friend. 



The chaife is at the door. Adieu 
to : I have already fent 

back feveral of his letters unopened, and 
cautioned Sanchonia, as fhe regards my 
favour, to receive no letters or meflages 
from his fervants, &c. above all, to re- 
member I am never at home to Tiim. 
Meet in public we unavoidably muft. 
Perhaps that may aid me not a little, in 
conquering this unhappy paflion ; as it 
is more than probable wy apparent in- 
diflference will pique bis vanity, and the 
abfurdity of his condudt, difguft me. 
Every thing is ready; I muft away; 
jdieu ! ma chere fans adieu. My mo- 
theifs^fettergave me much pleafure.- J 

will 
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win meet you ajt Bathi and.I hojpe 
long bqfore that time ^o, recover my fpi- 
yitsfofaras to wear the face of that 
mirth aixd eafib it once was famed for«. 



I-.ET- 
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My dear Morvina, 

whilkcd nw tQ ^pwn i4Ji^i>fibJ3? ^ Ipfif fi^^ 
tigt^e.dv(«h ^ tengjHoi? mjf joj^^y,^ 
tharx the agitation pfmy cund^ I wjepi; 
^nto, t>c<^ (it^ tea, rc^ a, p^ket. of 
jictt^rs that had \fi\fi iffp^ ticftC ^^^t 
iijg jipMi to ?9^n ^ one fro^ n^y, df^^^^a^ 
B— — ~, whp i^ ftUl, b the' cpi:|ap;y> 
I fhallfeel Uttle n^ortificatipa i^ beipg 
deni^dtpaM other yifitaiitsv Jhfr. f^i|tl?.-r 
Ciri i^nj^qoiia fits, by my befj^ ^aik-jng, 
fljj^tea^ a;id.dif|)Uying ijhf fuperioi; ^^ 
knts pf an AJpig^l If apget. U a (opX t^ 

her^ 
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her. I much doubt if any charaftcr ex- 
hibited on the ftage can reach her. I 
fometimes fmile, at other times am 
tempted to be pcevifli, till I refled flie 
means well, and that is as much as the 
beft of us dare boaft. Her fighs echo 
mine, her tears flow fafter. Upon the 
whole, I efteem her a treafure invaluable ; 
fheishoneft, faithful, afftftionatc, and 
has the honour to think with Rochefou- 
cault, that we forgive as long as we 
love. Wonders ! I will torture my own 
heart, merely to break D ^s : that 

iis heart will break, ihe is perfe^ly 
convinced : ihere I confefs I am an' infi- 
del, having met with few male martyrs 
in the annals of love. I muft write by 
ihispoftto my hiothef, and to Lady 

M ; her lord comes to town next 

week i kirn I (hall be glad to fee : a. 
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worthier, more happy pair exifts not. 

I will cnclofe Lady B ^s letter to 

me; more worth your reading than all 
I caa write y except that I am, my 
dear MoTYina's fond filler and.unahcr^ 
able friend. 



To 
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To the Homuraik Mfi H 1 

THINK not, my dcarMifs H— -, 
i apprehend you capable of "breaking 
yourpromife, were your future happi- 
nefs lefs dependant on the performance 
of it. When I fay your fejour at S— ~ 
is rather long, thepleafure your compa- 
ny ever affords me, may, I allow, make it 
appear longer to me, than to your ac- 
quaintance in general. The many and 
great inconveniencies arifing from fuch 
ftay, prefent themfelves to my imagi- 
nation by thoufands: above all, the 
continual agitation of mind your pre- 
fent fituation necefTarily fubjefts you to,, 
may affefl: your health, a bleffing you 
are bound by all laws, human and di- 
vine, to preferve, by every means in 

your 
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your power. However little value H& 
n>fty appear of to you at pre&nt, deli^ 
csLCf to yow friends (hoi^M make yoU 
wiih to hold it oh any terms. BefideSy 
death wiU not come when we call himi 
neither can we be fure our heroifm will 
enable us to ftare hkn in the fac^ tho', 
it often represents him in a de^icable 
fight. In fhort, my. friend^ you need 
not add bodily pain to the mifery of mind 
you fuflfer. Truft me, you cannot 
change the fcene too foon; you have 
heard all ' ■■ has to fay, whicSh 

amounts to no more than this ; he ten* 
deceived you oiice, he would be gladt6 
liave it in his power to deceive yoii 
again. You are food for his vanity ; 
his pride is piqued: I fey his pride; for 
had he a heart worthy yours, he i^ould 
havt^^rtderftood it better, and valyed it 

more. 
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, more. Without any other reafoii to dif 
fuade you from fuch a connexion, thii 
alone might Tuffice. He is loft in difli* 
pation ; incapable of attachment ; would 
facrifice all, and every perfon upon earth, 
to the prefent moment. This truth (my 
dear friend) you have amply proved. 
Was you wild enough to put yourfelf 
again inhis power ? Without dealing with 
Demoniacs, I will venture to pronounce 
you would daily, nay hourly experience 
each pang the human heart is heir to; 
this one hope, left you and your friends, 
that the delicacy, the fentiments of your 
iieart, arid feeling difpofition, could not 
let you long lurvive misfortunes little 
likely to be your k)t— -Whither am I 
i-ambHng?, to dwell on grievances is not 

th^ way to remove them. Haften to 
fcen^f^f an^uf^nacm ; when you are 

not 
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fiQt Ift^humjDur to join in chcni, I will 
liften to all your fighs, with that unwea- 
ried patience you often admired in mc. 
Should it ever fail me, your friend the 
Marquis, has a fund incxhauftible ; 
and haviiig npthrng but n:ijere conjefturt 
to judge from, piques himfelf greatly 
on his mighty penetration in finding 
out your illnefs was wholly mental; talk- 
ing Englilh is the higheft compliment 
you can make him, though he under- 
ftands not fix words of it; and cannot 
betray your confidence, nor break in 
upon youi^ hiftory farther than you your- 
(elf would wi|h ; by exclaiming ever and 
anon, ab ! mon Dieu^ qlielque domage, oh ! 
Miominaiky ^c. You _fee I am quite in 
nonfenfe humour ; laugh at me, laugh 
with me; but believe me perfe6tly fe- 
rious, when I afiure you, you h||pi|^t 
-^•^ on 
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4IM1 ebrth ft ia&tc i&tc6ft ftUd AflRidiofii 



p. S. A very few days y(fi\\ cany i 
to cown^ where I flitter tayfelf we fhi 
meet you. 



^^ 
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I. E T T E R IX. 

YOUR lettfcr, my dear Morvina; 
fpoke the language of your honeift heart. 
I faw you in each fyllablc^ I admired 
you through every line of it; regret- 
ted the diftance that feparates u$, 
abhorred the caufe, or rather myfelf. 
What unpardonable weaknefs ! To wait 
for a remedy from time, my own rea- 
fon Ihould long fincc have brought me. 
I rejoice you agree with lady B-— at 
laft. I knew you would hke her letter ; 
it is fo unaffected, friendly, and fincere ; 
written more from the heart than the 
head. I hate your florid advifers, whofe. 
weight of wifdom, knocks you down at 

Vol. I. D once; 
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once 5 and who infult you on thofe foi- 
bles, an exemption from which they 
owe to no other caufe than Iheer infenfi- 
bility. 1 need not tell you I am infi- 
nitely happy to learn ray mother is free 
enough from her head-achs to give up 
all thoughts of the Bath this feafon, 
though it will, I fear, delay for fome 

time our meeting. Lady P has 

juft fent to a(k me to dinner to day. I 
have pleaded inability to ftir out, and 
fhe gracioufly comes to me, I fliould be 
mighty glad to fee her, was Ihe lefs pry- 
ing i»to what by no means concerns her, 
and had not an hundred friends to talk 
one over to. Then her Ladyftiip is fo 
youthfully romantic in her ideas of love. 
She will expatiate 'for ever on the fub- 
jed ; cry with you, or for you ; chime 
in with every folly, every abfurdity of a ^ 

love/ 
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fovc diftempered brain ; find out more 
cxcufes for a faithlefs lover, than the 
moft aflured would dare to offer for 
hinifelf ; and by this means foftens your 
heart Into a kind of involuntary confef- 
fion, which though ftie intends not to 
mifufe at the time, fhe will frequently 
tqrn againft you in the end ; for it is not 
from the caufe but the effeft, that flic 
judges and decides \ and holds no fin 
unpardonable but poverty. With all > 
this I believdJierperfedly virtuous, and 
on many occafions good-natured. Had 
flie the gifts of (lability and retention, 
I believe (he would be always fo. She 
confults not her judgment fo much as 
the faihion, in chufing friends, there- 
fore is often difappointed in them, and 
places it to the account of human na- 
ture, not want of penetration in felefting 
Da her 



I 
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her favourites. Thefe frequcitt 0$^ 
|)ointments have poHbned her tmnd to 
fuch a degree, as to m^e her live ia 
eternal fufpicion of mankind in general. 
Thi3 account Of one whofe underftand- 
ing, &c. we were taught tb idolize, will 
a litde furpri^e you. I (till think Ihe 
has a good one, thoi:^hnota bright one. 
Her mind is well informed by reading 
feoth book« and the world. Nobody 
^ fees more or better company ; her houfc 
is ftill the ton •, notwithftanding you 
would at times fwear it was Noah's ark j 
but violent party Ipirit unavoidably fub- 
jefts us to that. Her houfe is in general 
.a receptacle of belle efprit. I have 
feen fome of the very fit^ft clafs ihere^ 
anci been enough charmed to forget my 
forrows. Tbefe feem to revere her judg- 
ment 5 and as many of them want nei- 
ther 



( 53 y 

ejjerher intereft or Kcf purfe, it would- 
fec too fevere to fufpeiSk them capable of 
ftooping to flattery, where no luFe, no- 
temptation could be thrown out. In- 
deed I believe her judgment is good,, 
when Ihc lets it have fair play : it is too 
often warped by afFeftation, prejudice, 
and partiality, I mult todrefs, or (lie 
will, find me in my night-cap. I am 
high in- her Ladyfliip's good graces, and- 
I could, I confcfs, really love her, did 
I dare to depend upon the friendftiip fhc 
£3 warmly profeffes for nny- and for ^W 
our family. She often alks after you ia 
the kindeft manner. Nobody can love 
you too well, my dear Morvina, and 
few fo much as your affeftionatc 
filter, &c. 

D J Ladjt 



( 54 ) 

LadyB— — is to be in town 
to-morrow. Rejoice with me. I know 
you will, without my entreaties. Good 
night. 



LIET- 
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LETTER X. 

THIS lady P (my dear Mor- 

yina) will force herfelf into one's con- 
fidence ; nay, into one's heart. She 
is extremely agreeable. I never knew 
her half fo much fo, as fhe was yef- 
terday. She ftayed with me till paft 
three in the morning : few women have 
read fo much, or books fo well chofen, 
or fo happily digefted their reading. She 
has clearly felefted the beft ideas of the 
beft authors, fo as to make the fenfc her 
^wn. Is it a wonder then her judgment 
ftiould feldom err ? For by comparing 
the paft with the prefent, we may give a 
flirewd guefs at the future, without the 
jgift of foreknowledge. In (hort, much 
D 4 im- 
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fpipTOvemtnt is to be gained, as well as 
plcafure, by converfing with her Lady- 
ihip. Nor does Ihe deal out her infor- 
msltion \<ith an air of fuperiority, myf- 
tery, &c. I know no perfon better, if 
fo well, qualified to form the mind of a 
young woman ; to point out the furefl: 
paths to virtue, and thofe flowery ways 
which infenfibly lead us too near the re- 
verfe, by inducing us to fix our hearts 
on tranfitory delights, nor raife our 
views beyond this globe tcrreftrial ; de- 
lights which may intoxicate, but never 
can fatisfy a rational mind, even in its 
prefcnt ftate, and muft render it totally 
unfit for another. She feels the unplea- 
fantncfs of my fituation ; would do any 
thing to extricate me from it. Some- 
times her Ladyfhip piques, me on my 
good underftanding, (as ihe partially 

calls 
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€2lIU it,) and on that religion which L 
hope I do in fome degree poflefs ; on" 
my duty to the only parent heaven has 
left me; the love and delicacy I owe 
ygu all; to make an effort, and get 
(he better of a paffion, which allowing 
thp object evdr fo fincere, in gratefully 
and tenderly returning it, muft end un^ 
happily, and involve you all in thofe 
diftrefies, the narrownefs of his fortune, 
and expen^ve turn of mind, muft fub- 
jeiSt ^e tOr Indeed, my dear fifter, the 
firengtb, the truth of this reafoning 
makes me tremble, on a retrofpcdt of 
the dreadful precipice I have fo narrow- 
ly efcaped, and a conduft I fed was 
criminal, I had certainly no right to « 
indulge a paffion one fingle moment, 
that I knew too well my mother would 
be ut»rly avetfe -to. fleeing what the 
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^world calls our own mUtrefsy is a bad 
reafon for relaxing in our duty to thofe 
who gave us being. A parent lefs in- 
dulgent than ours, merits more regard, 
more duty and attention than we can 
oflfer. Had thefe refleftions ftruck mc 
^ith equal force fomewhat earlier, it 
would have faved me many an anxioui 
hour. Difeafes of the mind, as thofe oi 
the body, cannot be too fpeedily attend- 
ed to. Keep this ever in your mind, 
my dear fitter, and let not your gentle 
cafy nature be a dupe to that artifice 
men in general pradice towards us allj 
joften from no other motive but to in- 
4ulgc their vanity, or raife their merit 
with fomeworthlefs objed, whom fafliior 
ioduces them to follow, and the glory oi 
fupplanting a rival makes them facrifict 
every thing to a wretch, who in thcii 

hcari 



( 59 ) 

heart they defpife. Infer not from thisi 
J look upon the whole fex as dangerous 
betrayers. Far from it. I hold the 
friendftiip of a fenfible well-bred man 
of honour, a very valuable acquifitiott* 
But then his honour muft not confift in 
running a man thorough the body, of 
(booting him thorough the head. It 
muft arifc from a principle in the heart * 
nurfed up and cherilhed by religion and 
reafon. A meer moral man is my aver- 
fion ; though in truth he ought to be an 
objedt of my compaffion j for what is 
he more than a puppet, ftrutting his 
hour away on this ftage of mifery and 
folly i vainly affuming to himfelf the 
attributes of his niaker ; perenaptorily 
deciding on the prefent, rcgardlefs of 
(if not denying) the future ; at the fame 
.time his coward heart gives the lye to his 

life 
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life, nay, to his tongue, which in ei^ry 
danger, under every calamity, invokes 
the aid of that all- wife, all powerful: Be' 
ing, he has dared in his hours of mirth 
and jollity, to blafpheme. Too many of 
thefe wretches arc termed good fort of 
men ^ men g( honour. But fhould we 
wonder, can we be furprized, to 
prove them otherwife, who make plea- 
fore or profit the Jble criterion of their 
aftions, whofe views are cpntrafted with- 
in the narrow compafs of the prefent 
fpace ? I am only amazed fuch a man 
thinks it neceflary to wear the mafk fo 
far, as to ftop at any ill his wild 
imagination fuggefts, where his>ank and 
fortune Ihamefully bid defiance to the 
laws. But I muftendmy refleftions, or 
be too late for the poft God blefs you > 
beUcVe nae truly yours, &c. 

L E T* 
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L E T T E R XL 

* 

My dear Morvitia, 

AFTER fo long an abfence, and 

having feen > you will cafily believe 

I had too much to fay to Lady B— — 
to find time for writing yefterday, and 
a very fhort letter muft now fufEce to 
convince you nothing can put you out 
of either my head or heart. To poffefs 
the laft you think is perhaps the fpeedieft 
and fureft way of fecuring the firft* 
that it frequently fo happens I will al- 
low ; yet to my fhame and conf ufion I 
will confefs, my^ heart approves what 
my reafon condemns ; yet truft n^e, I 
will be led only by the latter, and I flat* 

ter 
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tcr myfelf this imbecility ot heart, arifes 
more from conftitutional fidelity, for 
which you know our family have long 
been famed, than want of fpirit in me. 
My friend not only approves, but ad- 
mires my whole .conduft at S— ^-i — , 
and by wSy of inducing me to perfevere 
to the end, has told me the prettieft love 
ftory you ever heard, though fomewhat 
tragical. The heroine is an intimate 
friend of lady B — — *s, as the fequel 
will fhew, and made her ladyfhip the 
confidente of her heart throughout the af- 
fair. But time and accident, the difdo. 
fer of all events, brought to light the 
greateft part of , this. Should I Had 
time to write it, and be able to obtain 
lady B 's permiflion, you Ihall cer- 
tainly have it. I dine with her today, 
-j»nd we go to Ranelagh in the evening, 

with 
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with two Italian princes, an ambaflador, 
his lady, an envoye, a refident, and a 
very pleafing young man, juft returned 
from making the grande tour. He has 
brought home much of the foreign eafe 
and politcnefs, without the foppery; and 
a great fortune is the leaft of his agree- 
mens. Sanchonia announces the fri- 
zeur, and I mult for this time bid adieu 
to my amiable Morvina. Love and be- 
lieve me ever your affeftionate fitter, &€• 

I have this moment received my 
another's kind letter. I long infinite- 
ly to fee her and you. My dear Mor- 
vina, Ihe fpeaks much in your praife. 
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LETTER XIL 

AT length, my dear Morvina, I have 

gamed lady B ^*s coirfent, and what 

was much JiiCH« difficult to obtain, an 
uninterrupted morning, to fend you the 
hiftory I promifed, and much wifh you 
to read. If I uQier not my heroine in 
with a long train of anceftors, perhaps 
you will not receive h«r ; at leaft, (I am 
fure) you will not be much interefted 
about her fate. BefideS;, as you do not 
know her, it is neceflary towards the car- 
rying on my ftory. 

Know then, the father of Eudocia 
fpr^ng'from one of the moft noble and 
aacient of the Saxon race. Though dif- 

tinguilhed 
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tingiiidied by no mark of court fayoer, 
fave that of baronet, it is certain they 
merited much higher honours, and would 
undoubtedly have obtained them, had 
not their fteady adherence to their .un- 
fortunate monarch, thrown them at a 
diftance from the fountain where thole 
honours arife. Their eftate, cither from 
being fettled, or their never having for- 
feited it by any overt aft of rebellion, 
ftill remains in the family, and is a very 
good oiie. Her mother need yield to ho 
one in blood or merit, and has blefled 

the world and her hufband with many 
patterns of her virtue. In lliort, flie 

has produced a race of healthful, duti- 
ful, and beautiful children, valuable 
members of focicty, and friends to their 
country* Of her ten children, Eudocia 
pofleffcd the largeft iharc of beauty j 

nor 



nor were her charms merely perfonalj 
every fingle feature was brightened by 
that benevolence of heart, that fenfibi- 
lityof foul, that gentlenefs of difpofi- 
tion which light up the whole j her ua- 
derftanding only was mafculine. With 
all thefe, and many more agreemens, 
than either my pen or memory can tracc> 
you will readily believe (he wanted not 
fuitors- No fooner did fhe appear in 
the world, than the chevalier received 
propofals innumerable. Many very 
great, ones, fuch as neither prudence, 
nor parental feelings would have allowed 
him to j«je<il,-had Eudocia's inclinations 
coincided with his and Ker mother's 
. wiflies,for a bon'eftablilhment,whi?h bow- 
ever they were far, very far f^m defiring 
to purchafe at the expence of her happi- 
inefs. She had ever affured i:hem, with 

all 
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all imaginable deference to their judg* 
ment, that an union of minds ^nd man- 
ners appeared to her the principal, if 
not fole ingredient towards conftituting 
happy marriages; that might flie be per- 
mitted to fpeak her ojpinion freely, fhc 
held all other unions the loweft, the ba* 
feft proftitution, and abhorred the very 
idea of living (or more properly fpeaking) 
exifting, a wretch in fplendour. Thefc^ 
fcntiments were the flieer refult of deli- 
cacy ; for at this, time her heart was 
perfectly at eafe : but Ihe had no idea of 
beftowing her hand without its dilates. 
The time of their going to town drew 
near. Though Sir J. and lady D-^ — — 
did not go to court, they lived much in 
the beaux monde ; vifited without idle 
party diftinftion, and were admired and 
beloved by all. Amongft her brother's 

intimates. 
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intimates, was a young man of faftiion, 
whofe genius was to the full as fuperior 
as his perfon was ftriking ; he occupied 
a poft of honour about the then Prince, 
but of no great emolunrerit, and unfor- 
tunately for my heroine, he was a younger 
brother. The charms of his perfon 
were lefs attraftive than the fprightlinefs 
of his wit : in effedt, it had been difEcult 
to poflefs a larger Iharc of either, and 
along with it a manner fo pjeafing. H« 
ftared not about for approbation, or ever 
fcemed to think he merited it, by laying 
a lively or a good thing j politely atten- 
tive to the delicacy of yoyr felf-love, he 
frequently talked to you of your ex- 
ploits, but never entertained you vvith 
his own •, praifed you little, but flattered 
you much, by the pleafure you feemcd 
to afford him* He was not ignorant^ 

that 
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th^t of all the gifts iv^ure beftows, wii 
is tItisA wfaicb men envy the mofl;^ and 
pardon th« feldomeft, confequently was 
better |deafed, you flioyld not fee /A^ he 
re^ly had^ than to appear foperior ta 
you 5 wbsrue no pw-fon ever parted from 
him, without being fully perfuaded, next 
to themfelves, he was the moft elevated 
genius the world fever produced. If he 
difputed your opinion, he feemed to 
mean it for his own information, and to 
give your arguments greatdr force. His 
verfes, his fentiments, the goodnefs of 
his heart, and the whole turn of his un- 
derftanding, failed not to render him 
confpicuous, and to charm the love and 
admiration of all who knew him. Was 
it a wonder then, that Eudocia Ihould 
diftinguifh him from a crowd of airy, 
ifempty fops, though adorned with the 
• 2 moft 
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moft fpeciouft marks of court favour,&c; 
Sh« fkw him often-, for when he was 
not in waiting, he might be faid to live 

at Sir J *s. His friendfhip for Mr. 

D ■■ ■ gave him this privilege, and 
the paflion he early conceived for the 
lovely Eudocia, rendered him lefe nice 
in the ufe of it, than his modefly would 
otherwifc have fuffercd him to be. But 
nothing could tempt him to make an ill 
ufe of that friendfhip, by endeavouring 
to feduce the heart of Eudocia, when 
he believed her parents (tender as tbry 
were towards ber) would never confcnt 
(he (hould beftow her hand. He was 
happy in the paflion he felt, and in fee- 
ing the objedt that raifcd it, even with- 
out feeking a return, or cherifhing the 
fmallefl: hopes : though that naivete in- 
feparable from uncorrupted youth, made 
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hrcr on a thoufand occafions betray a 
partiality towards him, fhe little knew 
the fource of, and which a Icfs refpeft* 
ful, lefs paflionate admirer, would have 
conftfued into downright lovt. He fre- 
quently breathed out the tender feelings- 
of his foul in little pieces of poetry, the 
moft elegant and pathetic, which flie 
read, adraired, and applauded, without 
a fingle idea that Artamon was the Au- 
thor, or Jhe herfelf the mufe which in- 
fpired him. Never did fhe appear in 
public that fhe did not draw the atten- 
tion, nay, admiration of all the men of 
tafte, as well ^s of thofe who wiftied to 
be counted fuch. To be in the lift of 
Ewdocia's lovers, was alone fufficicnt to 
gain the bon ton. Imagine then (fince 
paint I cannot ytht viciffitudes of mifery 
the wretched Artamon's mind myft run 
1^ ^ a — thro* 



thro'onthefeoccafions ^ yet the inviolable 
refpeft, which ever attends on real love, 
witheld him from declaring a pafiion, he 
deemed fo unequal to her defcrvings, to 
the reafonable views of hej: family ; and 
liad not the little blind deity dealt a fliare 
of bis woes to Eudocia's hearty flie had 
gone into the country totally ignorant of 
all he fuffered for hep Nofoonerwas 
Ihc fettled quietly there, than (he found 
flie loved, or rather that Ihc could love 
Artamon, was (he fatisfied he had fenti- 
ments equally tender towards her. 
But fince he^ whofe provincb it was to 
fpeak, and whofe paflion (he thought 
muft flatter every woman's vanity, had 
hitherto remained filenr, flie dared not 
allow herfelf tO believe his feemingj par- 
tiality for her had any other fource than 1 « 
his long, fl:eady fi^ieodfliip for her bro- 

thft-. 
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ther, and his politenefs to women in ge^ 
ncral ^ therefore determined to try every 
means in her power to chace his image 
from her breaft. Her good fenfe fooa 
Ihewed her, that employing every mo- 
ment of her time in fomethir^g ufeful or 
entertaining, was the moft cfFeclual me- 
thod to bring that about -, as well as the 
defpicable figure a woman muft make in 
the world' % eye^ above all in the eyes of 
him fhe wifhes moft to pleafe, that allows 
the fmalleft fhare in her heart, to a man 
who never thought it worth alking for • 
an idea fo bafc, wounded her modefty, 
her delicacy i it Ihocked her devoir. 
Mufic, though termed by poets the food 
of lovCj ihe found relief from \ likewife 
from drawing, in both of which (he ex- 
celled; but her pencil was apter to 
flcetch out refemblances of Artamon, 
Vou L E than 
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Ihan beautiful laindfldps of the country 
round her, which indcbfifd^as it was to 
fiature, received ftill 9f^ chftrms from 
Jber hand. Reading was her favourite 
amufement 5 ^c reaped benefit as well 
as plcafure from it : flie felt it left a 
lading good behihd, and qualified her 
more and more fOr the friend and com* 
panion of Artamon^ fliould that ever 
be her lot. At the worft, it aided her 
to conquer her wcaknefs fo far, as to be 
able to hide it from the prying worid, 
and efcape that black-wounding calum- 
ny, which Ihakcs the faireft virtue. The 
fummer wore heavily away j they had 
but one month more to ipend in the 

country^ whca Mr. D arrived with 

Artamon. The reciprocal cohfufion 
which fcized both him and Eudocia on 
meeting, betrayed the feclipgs of their 

hearts 
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^ai:t5 to the amiabl^^Lady B 
She k;new but too well of how little 
avail argument evei? is, on fuch occa- 
fions, and th^t it is better to talk at, 
than to thepaffions •, that her daughter's 
heart and head were much too good to 
fuffer her to a£t effentially wrong j and 
that the idea of a mother's difpleafure 
was a thoufand times more dreadful ia 
Eudocia's imagination, than any effeds 
fhe could bring herfelf to make her feel 
of it. She was perfectly fatisfied Eudo- 
cia muft fee the impropriety of fuch a 
marriage in its full force, and had been 
too early taught to govern herpaffions, 
bothbjf religion and reafon, ever to fuf- 
fer them to carry her beyond the bounds 
of her duty to her parents, indeed to 
herfelf 5 therefore had not the fmallefl 
^pprehenfion Ihe might fteal a marriage 
E a uijoa 
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cpon them, and determined never |^ 
drop the moft diftant hint of her fufpi- 

cions, even to Sic J . That freedom 

ot converCation which arifes from the 
uninterrupted eafe of the country, and 
the fociability natural to it, creates a 
ftronjger intimacy between people who 
live fbere together, for one month, than 
half a dozen winters in town, could ef- 
fect •, befides, that the country amufe- 
ments, viz. dancing, walking, riding, 
^ i&c. not only afford frequent opportu- 
nities, but take off from the form of a 
declaration of love, which the. timid Ar- 
I tamon had never been able to make 
tete-a-tete in a drawing-room, and em- 
boldened him, ere he had been ten days 
at , to lay before the adorable 

Eudocia the wretched date of his foul. 
yShe received the declaration with all the 

delicacy 
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delicacy, tendernefs, and moidefty Mtp- 
ral to a virtuous mind ; ever abovie''^- 
ing a part^ or fufpefting others capabfc 
of a vice her very foul abhorred* She 
allowed him to hope, if fortune fa- 
voured either^ he fliould not figh m 
vain. Indeed,, added ^^, I cannot al- 
low you now do. What higher gratifi^- 
cation can a lover feel, than that of 
knowing his paffion is anfwcred* At- 
tachments formed in the heart, founded 
on efteem, ftrengthened by friendftiip, 
can furely need no other good, or form 
higher ideas of pleafure. We ftiall meet 
frequently, and letters may beguile the 
pangs of abfence* I can never be per- 
fuaded I have a right to difpoft of my 
hand without the confeht of thofe ta 
whom Providence has fubjefted me,, and 
who oa every account fo well dcforvc 
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the moft fabmiffiv^, mo(t implicit obe- 
dience at my bands. Yet trufl: me^ I 
will never ^e my hand, where mine 
heart cannot accompany it ; and'lb long . 
as youxx)ntinue to wi& toprefetve it, it 
will not be mine to beftow elfe where. 
If this candid confcffion leaves any void 
in your heart, yx>ur fentiraents, my 
friend, are lefs pure, Icfs elevated than 
I either hoped or expefted ta find them. 
The opinion'my family have of you, the 
warmth of their frlcndfliip for you falls 
not far Ihort of mine ; nay, I am per- 
fcftly fatisficd my niother has founded 
the very bottom of my heart, penetrated 
its inmoft reccflcs long fince. Bift the 
knows me too well, and is too juft to 
your fentiments to fuppofe our pafl 
for each other tinged with that grc. 
^f ideas, which leads romantic girk 

^ ' bbj^ 
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boys to live in cottages on lave, or oiore . 
properly fpeakingy liis greateitfoe^ the 
ufurper of his name only ; atruth» alas, 
they to their Ibrrow find out but toa 
Uite, and invo?atc fome friendly blaft to 
blow them far» far as the Poles ^funder^ 
No, Artamon, true love ever fcek* 
the good of the objed it adores, and 
would not rifcjue its happinels^ for felHfb 
vieY/s, fof tranfitory joys, however 
greati. Suffice it then for us ta know our 
hearts are infeparably united, united be- 
yond the power of wealth, with all her 
tinfel tawdry train, ta Ihake. Can ther^ 
be a fituation more truly enviable on this 
fide Heaven. Sir J- — ^'s coming into 
the faloon, put an end to the converfa^r 
tion, which however was conftantly re- 
pewed as occafion ofiered. The tc&i^ 
(ude of Eudocia'9 morals, jpined to th^: 
^^ E 4 force 
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force of her arguments made an inde^ 
ble imprefiion on the mind of Artamoo. 
He immediately adopted her philoibphy, 
and efteemed himfclf the moft happy of 
mortals^ regained his ufual chearfut- 
nefs \ was more fought after, and more 
admired than ever. At the top of his 
admirers, thofe who fingutarly diftin- 
guiOied him, ftood the earl of C ■, 
an eftablilhed genius of the times. . He 
applauded above meafurc all Artamon 
faid or did, enough to have turned the 
head of a young man lefs worthy his 
lordfhip*s praifes. The trifles be wrote 
in praife of Euddcia by fomc means or 
other,' often got about, were faid and 
fopg by every amorous fpark, and often 
gained them thofe hearts their own elo- 
quence would never have touched. All 
this while Sir J^ — s was peftered with 

propoftb 
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prq3t)(als for his daughter ; but iindihg; 
her irbrc and more averfc to marriage,, 
he prefied her no further^ and Ladf 
D — — begged he would defifl: talking: 
on the fubjeft, for fome time at leall:^ 
from judging it cruel to her daughter,, 
and rather dangerous i for the mecr ap^ 
prehenlion of bebg forced into the arms^ 
of another, might tempt her to feek am 
afylum ia thofe of the man fhe loyed,» 
ieven in ^ight of all her good fenfe and 
filial^ affedion. But this was aa unne- 
ceffary fear.. Hier refolution,. her judge- 
ment never forfbok her.. She feemed 
perfeftly eafy^ indeed happy„ and 
looked handfomer than ever.. Wheoj 
they returned into the country^ Artamoa 
went along with them, and remamed 
iben the greateffi part of the fummer. 
The prince having little occafion foir 
E 5, him^ 
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^inH and little room to fpare^ in his fuai« 
mer relidence, fjeadily excufed his wait** 
ing ; and well was it for the lo^y Eu?» 
docia; nothing but his prefence could 
have enabled her to furvive the drejadfial 
blow fhe received in the death of two 
fuch parents as flie was bleffed with> fo 
immediately following each other. Sir 
J.— -i— s was firft taken from her. That 
the amiable Lady D did not long 

outlive him, was little caufe of wonder, 
for a more happy pair never yet exifted. 
The tender leave they took of their 
children is too affedling for a fenfible 
heart to repeat % befides, that to do it 
jultice, you muft have tlieir fentiments, 
- and be in their fituatioli. Eudocia was 
;h#r only unmarried daughter. Sir 
J—-* s had during his illnefs frequently 
talked to her on the fubjeft of marriage? 

which 
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which muft, he faid, paintthe colbiir of 
her future hours. Mywayof thmking,fays 
he, my dear child, is very ^fierent from? 
that of the generality of parents. I placer 
happiness m the miodr ' I have founds 
k there^ aiid th^I did nomcHie than ju& 
ftce to ywr gi^tib^rJwhieo I preferred? 
her to the rich heinefe pf one of the firft: 
peers in the kingdom, ofifered to my fz^ 
ther for me, more from friendfhip to^ 
wardshim, and a Ipkit of party, than any 
peculiar merit in me I /ife»th6ught. There^ 
6>re I cannot now be fufpc6ted of vanity 
in; repeating it tojou. No (my dear Eu- 
dbcia) may n«ther you or I ever be aftu- 
ated by fuch abfurd, fuch idle motives.. 
I mean only to Ihew you, that I ftill feel 
and think for you on this moft intercft- 
ing occurrence in life, as I did think for 
my felf . at your age. That I then faw not 

my. 
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my happinefs through the medium of 
paffidn, but through reafon's eye, the 
Vnmterrupted continuance of it ampifl 
evinced Should fortune deny you the 
man of your choice, accept of no other. 
Perfcvere in that honeft, virtuous way 
of judging, that no contrad made from 
the lips, outward, can appear valid in 
the all'feeing eye of infinite goodneis, 
truth, and wifdom, or that he knows not 
the inmoft receflcs of the heart he form^ 
cd. I can make up your fortune, with 
the legacies you have had left you, tea 
thoufand pounds. More than that is 
not in my power, without injuring the 
reft of my younger children ; a thing I 
am fatisfied my Eudocia's honeft heart, 
fo far from wifhing, would ill endure. 
Should Artamon's virtues, his talents, 
&c. meet with the countenance they 

juftir 
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jtiftly claim, he may turn out an advan- 
tageous match for you. But put it to 
the worft, if you can forego fome fcvr 
indulgences my fortune iias allowed;, 
and my fondnefs beftowed, it may be a^ 
contented, nay a happy marriage, and 
my bfcfling will follow you both. Your 
mother and I have long feen the attach- 
ment you have for each other, but Chcc: 
we could neither conlirm nor difapprove 
it, and that you were both young, we- 
ventured to truft your own prudence,, 
pointing out to you to wait for happier 
moments. The Prince who Artamon^ 
ferves is a good-natured man, and does 
(I have learned) a little diftinguifh him 5. 
admires the trifles he has written in your 
praife. Whether from his own, or others, 
tafte, it matters not^ if the efFeft prove 
fortunate, which for my child's peace I 
• pray 



pray Heaven if may-. Rct|jPr to yJ^Bip 
apartment oay dear, reflect t^ whai^ 
1 have faid. It is all I api now abl^ ix$ 
lay. Send to me your anjiable mother^ 
the fight of her will help recruit thofir 
fpiritsi have tpo f ar exhauftedt Pocnt 
Eudpcia*s heart was too ifull^ you will: 
readily bclieye, * to find vent- For foojf 
time aft^r fheihut herfclf up in her clo^ 
fee Tears at length came to Jier aidi 
Without that relief^ her health,, perhaps 
her Itfe inight have been ia great <te.i^«ii. 
from the exceffive agitation of fcjal Ihp 

foftained. No fooner had Sir J^ s^ 

recovered hh ipirits a little, than he de^- 
fired to fee Art^won,, and Mr. Dr-^-r-,, 

Jiis eldcft Ion. To the firlt he talked? 
with that open franknefs natural to age* 
nerous unfufpefting heart,, pn the fami5 
fubjed he had talked tp J^udocia. He 
• faid 
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i^'he;al|eaQx looked uponhitn as 1ms 

^^d, ^ocfcittreatcdtke &are he had gi- 

irtn him m his affeSion might add (if 

there needed any addition) to his daugh* 

tei^own merit, and redouble his tender- 

nefs t<wards her, flioidd Heaven ever 

aBawhim to poflefs ib valuable a trea* 

fore; and let mc; tell you young man 

(added he) fuch a woman is a treafure 

rarely to bemet with in either court or 

country. Artamon, anfwered but in 

tears of heart-felt forrow and gratitude^ 

Sir J^ turning towards his fon, laid^ 

toy dear D I know your hearty 

follow its didlates; you cannot go 
wrong. I truft it is unneceflary for me 
to conjure you will all ufe your utmoft 
efforts to confole and fupport Lady 
t> — -under an affliftion I fear will 
i;nk too deep to let you long prefervc 

her 
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icr on this fide Heaven. Tiere^ in thofe 
blcflGbd manfions, wclhall, I truft, meet 
agaiiu Do all you can to tender the 
jQxort fpacc flie lingers after me lefs paia- 
ful, lefs irkfome to her. Eafy I fear it 
cannot be» though I am cortvinced on 
any other occafion her fortitude would 
never forfake her. Her underftanding 
is infinitely fuperiour to the eftimation 
the world holds it in^^ great as you know 
that is-, for that felf-rcftraining modefty 
which (he is fo largely endawed with, 
makes, and has ever made her,, fuppreis 
more Iheer wit,, more of what the Frencli 
call the hn moty than two-thirds of manr 
kind are capable of uttering, whiclitho? 
it proves, a general lols,, ferves but to* 
enhance her value to her nearer friends. 
In the many happy years we have lived! 
together, fhc never once offered me Rer 

advice 
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advice unafked ^ but whenever I required 
her opinion of the world, of men, or of 
books, (he gave it in a manner that at 
once both charmed and informed me» 
But no more 5^ I muft talk to, not of 
this partner of my foul. Heaven's beft 
gift to me. Artamon, receive my blet 
fing and warmeft wilhes for your good^ 
My fon fetch your mother and Eudocia ^ 
I have much to fay to them and you, and 
my phyficians flatter me not with length 
of days. The reluftance I feel at part- 
ing with my wife and children I pray 
Heaven to pardon. On a retrofpeft of 
my paft life, that (I thank the wife bene- 
neficent author of all things^) is the only 
pinch I fear in death. Mr. D- 
flew to Lady D— — ^-'s apartment, >ndi 
fbOn returned with her and Eudocia,, 
when a fcene enfucd which muft indeed 

beggar 
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beggar all defcription ; eacK endeavour* 
ing to fupprefs that forrow tJicy knew 
would forely wound the other's heart* 
ihould they allow it vent* When Sir 
J'-' — s hadenou^ colle£):edhimfetfto 
be able to ^)eak, he entreated Lady 

D would tell him if the difpofi^ 

lion he bad,madeof his fortune w^is per- 
fcfljy fatisfaftory to her, while it was yet 
h hi? power to aker it. I have no cauie^ 
iaid £^» neither do I doubt my Ton's 
readinefs, nay defire to comply with all 
yourwilhes* madam; hut I can never 
foppofe Nature meant that they to 
whQm> under Heaven^ we owe our hir- 
ing, ihould be fo cireumftanced^ as to 
need the fmalleft favour at our hands. 
She begged he would be afTured^ had 
file been capable of beftowing a finglc 

thought on any thing & trivial, as all pe- 
cuniary. 
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cuniary concerns appeared to her, at>- 
fttaftedfrom his intereft, £he could only 
have felt he had been too bountiful to 
hcr» and defired to wave a fubje6t of alt 
others, to her the rtioft. cruel ^ wiflied 
him to take fome repofe ; fo apt are we 
to believe what we ardently defire, that 
poor Lady D had ftill hopes jie 

might recover, could he by my means 
procure a little flef p. Bujt that, alas! 
bad fcwfaken himi and the n^t morn- 
ing's dawn releaied hjm from all his 
pains, and rendered her. of human race 
thq moft mifcrable j qry, Ibe could not^ 

JDor was it pofliblc for the whole family 
united to prevail upon cither her. I^y-r 
fliip or Eudocia to quitthe chamber o^ 
death, fo long, as poor Sir J|—t—*& manes 
hf in it, which was ten days. Thej? 
mull furely h^ve. had fome extraordinaryj 

(and 
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(and if I may be allowed the cxpreflion) 
Ibpernatural aids, to enable nature to 
fuftain fuch fatigue of both body and 
mind. Mr. D-— and Artamon fpcnt 
moft of their time tbere^ where forrow 
wore its native garb of wretchednefs, un- 
decorated with pompous found and pa- 
geantry of woe. But kt us leave this 
melancholy fubjeA, wide from my pre* 
fcnt purpofe. The excelleftt Lady 

D — — furvivcd Sir J a very few 

weeks, and they who loved her, and 
were witneflfes of her fufferings, ought not 
to have repined at a change for her fo gb- 
rioufly happy, however painfully they 
thcmfelves felt the lofs of her. Arta- 
mon*s behaviour on this occafion alone, 
muft have gained him an heart lefs pre- 
judiced in his favour than poor Eudocia's 
had long been. Nor can you wonder 
I flbe 
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Ihe fhould wifli to fecurc by the moft fa* 

cred earthly tyc,,thc pcrfon in the world 

(he wiflied to live for. She confented to 

marry him, fo foon as her mourning was 

over ;• and bt had fentimcnts Uo nicely 

delicate, too tender towards her, to wilh 

ihe fhould iorget what flie owed to the 

memory of fuch parents, to herfelf, and 

to the world : yet he hoped flic would 

permit him to fee her often, fince their 

engagement to each other had gained 

the fanftion of Sir J— and Lady 

D ■ , even before it had pafled fbcir 

lips. He could (he faid) fee no caufe 

for keeping their intended marriage a fe- 

cret from the world. She perfeflly 

agreed with him, and faid my brother has 

prcfled me in the moft affedionate and 

friendly manner to make his houfe my 

home, while I remain unntarried. I 

can 



\ 



( 94 ) 

can fee you thene without reftraint, and 
much more frequently than fprudence 
would allow me, was I to take the 
fmall houfe I once propofed taking, 
Befidcs I (hould have ruined myfelf for 
ever with the Countefs of S . " k, who 
you know calls me her favourite niece, 
had I preferred any other houfe than my 
brother's to hers. Nor could I indeed 
[ have any other reafonable motive for re- 
jefting the repeated kind and friendly 
invitations her Ladylhip has honoured 
me with, circumftanced as I now am, 
but the tirefome formality of her tyran- 
nic hufband, whom I abhor. How a wo-^ 
man of her fenfe, tafte, and knowledge of 
the world, could tnake fuch a choice, 
has always aftonifhed me, as well as that 
(he can endure perpetual contradiftibh 
from a fccond hufband, fo inferior in 

every 



J 

\ 
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every rcfpeft to the firft, whofe adoratioa 
flic would fcarce difpenfe with j and in- 
deed his afFeftion for, and opinion of 
her, made him believe it no more than 
her due. Neither did he credit a fy lia- 
ble of what all the world faid : he 

thought all men born to pay her homage, 
and wondered not the l^rincej whofe 
court fhe graced, diftinguifhed and ho- 
noured fuch fenie, fuch virtue as muft 

add luftre to it, Th^t his M y's 

ideas of her were no lefs partial or exalted 
I firmly believe, and that (he, of all wo- 
men, held the firft place in his cfteem ; 
but that reditude of condudli^ that unaf- 
fcfted virtue, modefty, &c. which ever 
ftared him in the face, awed him too 
much to let him dare attack it, ^ight 
of that weight of G—n pride he bore 
about him. That the Qj— , whd was 

more 
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more immediately intcrefted, and had more 
frequent opportunities of judging than 
any one elfe, believed fo, is beyond a 
doubt, from the tender friendlhip Ihe 
honoured my aunt with, as well as the 
dcfirc her M— — y expreflcd of having 
her conftantly about her. Yet this 
brute, who owes every thing to her, 
dares upbraid hef with what he terms 

the K h attachment to her, and the 

little ufe her fuperior wifdom made of 
it. But he is too ridiculoufly trifling to 
fpend my breath upon. I love my aunt; 
I know her worth ; and mean, fo foon as 
I go to town, to acquaint her with the 
whole of our plan, and beg leave to pre- 
fent you to her : not that I expeft a fa- 
vourite of the laft reign fhould have in- 
tereft to ferve you in this 5 but ihe will 
love you for my fake,* and you will both 

admire 
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admire and love her for her own. She 
will render many melancholy hours fup- 
portable to me, in my Artamon*s ab- 
fence •, charm me by her converfation, 
and improve me by her councils ; enar 
ble me to form a right judgnfient of men 
and manners, by adding her experience 
to my own obfervation. She will pro» 
bably read me fomc friendly leftures on 
your fcorc, but I truft, when you are well 
known to her, fhe will deem them unne- 
ceffary. The converfation was interrupt- 
ed by Sir J ^*s coming to acquaint 

his fifl-er, that his eleftion was to come 
on the day following, and fo foon as 
that was over he would attend her to 
town, and left to her to fix the day. 
He was chofen without oppofition the 
evening of the eledtion day, and fhe 
fixed that day feven-night for their jour- 
VoL. L F ncy 
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tiey to town. Artamon had many vifit- 
ings to pay, confequently was unable to 
fpend half the time he wiflied with the 
miftrefs of his heart ; yet not a fingle 
day paffcd in which he did not fee hen 
The brilliancy of ,a court where there 
were many beauties, fliook not his con- 
ilancy ; and all the danger {he had to 

fear was from the old earl of C • 

who either flattered Artamon to fhew his 
own wit^ and laugh at the vain credulity 
of youth, or did in reality admire his 
writings. . Be that as it may, Artamon 
was not proof againft the praifcs with 
which his Lordfhip overwhelmed him, 
4ind began to feel himfelf of confequcnce 
enough to merit even the heart of Eu- 
docia, which //// then he had eftimated 
above the reach of mortals to deferve. 
His vifits indeed were not lefs frequent, 

but 
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but he fecmed much more at his eafe, 
difincumbered of that awful rcfpedt ia- 
feparable from a real paflion. But both 

Sir J and Eudocia attributed this 

change in his manners, altogether to that 
gaiete de coeur the near approach of 
his marriage with Eudocia naturally 
gave him •, till one, one fatal evening. 

Sir J imagining they might have 

fome preliminaries to fettle relative to 
her little fortune^ they would not wilh 
he fhould be a witnefs to, until they had 
firft fettled it between themfelves, left 
them together. Artamon did indeed 
immediately begin a converfation on the 
fubjeft of their marriage; but how dif- * 
ferent, alas ! was every fyllable he uttered 
to all his former fentiments. He would 
have defcanted moft elaborately on the 
imprudence of fuch marriages, had not 
F 2 Eudocia 
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Eudocia flopped him in the midft of his 
<:arcer, by affuring him it appeared to 
her in the very fame light; nay, per- 
haps the folly of it flared her in the face 
more glaringly, fince women on thofe oc- 
xafions are ever the greateft fufferers. 
Happy am I, cried fhe, my eyes are fo fea- 
fonably opened to my own weaknefs and 
your wifdom ^ I have only to intreat you 
win throw away on me no more of that 
oratory, which may ferve you on better oc- 
cafions. Little as I know of the heart 
of man, I am not now to learn prudence 
holds no part in it, while a fpark of love 
remains there. I wilh you happy, but 
<kfire,tilll want your advice, Imaync- 
never more be affronted with your vi- 
iits, and that you leave me this moment. 
He for fome time flood motionlefs ; then 
throwing himfclf at her feet, in the 

height 



I 



height of diftradionr, cried out, whar 
frave I done, juft Heaven ! to merit 
this deadly blow ; to have it dealt me 
by the faireft, the moft perfedl image of 
the blelTed inhabitants above, who know- 
not wrath ? Oh ! Budocia, do I live to 
hear a fecond.time fo harfh a decree on- 
which hangs more than life, my future 
peace of mind, my every good ; and from 
thofe lips, whence fure, if I dream* not,, 
I might reafonably hope ifor {ofigf 
founds. But it cannot laft ; do you not 
yet know me? Yes, yes, Artamon (fhe 
replied) I now know you well, and am 
forry you lay me under the difagreeable* 
neceffity of repeating to you my fixed re-- 
folves, and of defiring you to leave me - 
inftantly. Though hitherto it has never* 
been my cuftom to take more merit to 
myfelf tlian was really my due; I will to 
F J ' my 
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my brother aflume the fole glory of put- 
ting an end to this idle affair 5 therefore 
think it not incumbent on you to aft a 
part there. ^ He has too much delicacy, 
too much fenfibility, to expeft to fee you 
while I am in his houfe. Longer than 
that time, I neither mean nor wifti to 
break in upon your intimacy with him. 
Not a fingle fyllable more was he able to 
extort from her-, and fearing his ftay 
might encreafe her rage towards him, he 
got into his chair, more dead than alive, 
wilhing each moment might mercifully 
put a period to his wretched exiftencc. 
Sir J — — - could not forbear exprefling 
much furprize at never meeting Arta- 
mon at his houfc with Eudocia ; fhe con- 
jured him to afk no more about it, but 
reft fatisfied it was wholly at her defire he 
kept away, and that her reafons for de- 
firing 



( 103 ) 

firing ir, ought not^ftie hoped would not^ 
work the leaft abatement in their friend- 
fhip for each other ; that fo foon as (he 
was gone into the country with the 

countefs of S , the intimacy between 

him and Artamon, would fubfift ' a» 
ufual. Pier brother, greatly alarmed 
and furprized> prefled her in terms the 
moft friendly and tender, to open her 
heart to him, to fhew him the caufe of 
her grieft. Believe, my dear brother, 
faid fhe, there is not any, that by knowing, 
you could alleviate. The ftep I have 
taken is a prudential one, and you will 
one day think fo; at prefent, I confefs* 
to you, my heart is not enough at eafe 
to talk over the follies I would forget ; 
befides, my dear James, you know rip- 
ping open old fores is not the way to 
cure them. Let us wave a topic irk- 
F 4 fomc 
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fome to us both. My aunt leaves town 
in three days, and expefts ^ou will im- 
mediately perform your promife to her 
of a vifit in the country. As you have 
no public concerns to require your pre- 
fence particularly early at — — — , I truft 
you Avill •, and contrive to flay with us 
fome time. Her tyrant is going into 
Scorlatid, to make fome ftav at the duke 

of ■ ^ therefore we fhall enjoy 

uninterrupted eafe, good fenfe, and good 
humour. My aunt loves you-, your 
company will render her happy, and 
JHeaven know^ happinefs is a good fhe 
ftands much in need of. She has too 
^much fentimcnt to make her 'friends 
iharers in her forrows, -yet no perfon liv- 
ing feels them with more poignancy. I 
^wnlcan feenoufe in talking over griev- 
ances 5 it is cruel to do it to thofe we 

know 
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know love, and will feel for us ; idle and 
impertinent to do it to others. Sir Jamea 
received a letter that evening from Arta- 
mon, conceived in terms of the ftrongeft, 
defpair and wretchednefs, conjuring him 
by all the ties of friendfhip to ufe bis in- 
tereft to get him reftored to Eudocia's fa- 
vour, which he folemnly fwore he knew 
not how he had forfeited, and which he 
would give up the whole world to re- 
gain ; afimple facrifice (hefaid) fince it 
had no charms for him without her. Sir 

J felt for them both, and 

warmly pleaded the caufe of his friend, 
but to no effeft. Eudocia was inflexi- 
bly bent, on purfuing her purpofe of 
conquering a paflTion, at beft imprudent, . 
and likely to end in mifery and ruin to 
both. She entreated her brother, by all 
the afFeftion he bore her, never to name 
F g Artamoa 
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Artamon to her more : at the fame time 
defined he would by no means withdraw 
his fricndfliip from him y that his beha- 
viour to her had never deferved he fhould 
lofe, what fhe knew he fo truly valued. 
She faid this change in her conduft, 
which muft undoubtedly appear ftrange 

to Sir J , owed its rife to the ferious 

reflcftions, flie had fo much leifure to 
make fince the death of her mother, and 
that the more fhe thought on the fubjeit 
of their marriage, the more fhe was con- 
vinced of the impropriety of it. She 
went into the country, and poor Arta- 
mon not only writ volumes himfelf, but 
made ufe of every friend, nay every ac- 
quaintance he had in the univerfe to 
prevail on her to allow him aa audience 
of one fingle hour. Vain, alas ! were all 
their efforts J he had awakened appre- 

henfions 
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hcnfionsin her mind he wanted power to 
allay. The more her heart overflowed 
with tendernefs towards him, the more 
(he faw his unworchinefs, and refolutely 
determined fhe would not fall the dupe 
of his artifice, though it coft her her life. 
Indeed that was of fmall value in her 
wretched fituation. His vivacity, his 
fpirits foon forfook him, and a violent 
fit of illnefs enfued, during which he 
ceafed not to talk of Eudocia with en- 
thufiaftic rapture, to entreat he might be 
blefled with one fight of her ere his eyes 
were clofed for ever, and leave the world 
in peace. But ihe was inexorable, fled- 
faftly believing his illnefs all a farce, 
that he was adting a part,- of which fhe 
deemed him very capable. The Goun- 

tefs of S' ' ■ and Lady B were 

the only friends to whom fhe had no re- 
F 6 ferve 



( .108 ) 

fervc; and thefe ladies^ (no novices in 
the arts of men) agreed intirely with 
her, and encouraged Eudocia to perfe- 
vere in a conduft fo worthy of her, and 
no more than confident with the dignity 
of the fex. That Artamon's vanity was 
thoroughly piqued they believed ; but 
not that his heart had the fmalleft Ihare 
in his repentance. Hewiftied (theyfaid) 
perhaps, to leave her with an eclat, more 
flattering to hi mfelf, however fhameful 
to ^^ri&^ cared not ; or perhaps he was 

to have facrificed her at the fhrine of 
fome ne\y beauty : for it was apparent 

to all the world Lord C 's diftin: 

guiftiing him as a wit, &c. had turned 
his head enough to make him take for 
granted no woman could have fufficient 
force of mind to withftand his oratory 
and his figure. Their friendfhip for 

befy 
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ber^ and that extraordinary behaviour of 
bis^ which had fo reafonahly offended 
her, certainly both authorifed and ex- 
cufed« the advice they gave, however 
harfh it may now appear, fince the fatal 
event proved he merited a better fate, 
and to be better thought of. On find- 
ing Eudocia deaf to all his prayers, re- 
gardlefs of all his fufferings, he gave 
himfelf up to defpair, very rarely went 
out of his houfe, or faw mortal in it. 
Never any but his neareft friends, who 
were often obliged to force their way in- 
to it. Unfortunately for him, Sir James, 
. inftead of going to the Countefs of 
S— ~*s, was perfuaded to make the 
, grand tour. Had he been in England, 
he would have been a witnefs of his 
friend's fufferings, and convinced his Af- 
ter of the reality of them. But to ftick 

to 
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to my, text. Poor Artamon's melan- 
choly laid fuch faft hold on him, as to 
throw him in a veiy fhort fpace of time 
into fo deep a confumption as put an 
end to both his life and his forrows. At 
this period of time Eudocia's health fuf- 
fered fo much from the mifcry of mind 
flie had long laboured under, as to con- 
fine her to her bed. The phylicians all 
agreed Briftol water and afles milk were 
the only things could give her a chance. 
Provided her lungs were not too far 

: gone, her health might by thefe means be 
re-eftabli(hedi to fuch an extreme ftate 
of weaknefs was fhe reduced as to be 
obliged to travel in a litter. Lady B — 
accompanied her to Brjllol, and all her 
trouble was more than repaid by the wa- 
ters proving falutary to her friend, even 

' beyond her moft fanguine expeftation. 

In 
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In lefs than a month Eudocia was not 
only able to take the air every day in a 
carriage, but to walk in a garden ad- 
joining to their houfe. The rooms and 
public walks fhe never would fet her 
foot in, for fear of meeting Artamon ; 
but a few days, alas ! proved her fears 
were needlefs: an exprefs arrived with a 
letter from Artamoni in which he told 
her, by the time that reached her hands, 
he fliould probably be no" more ; that his 
fitter lent him the fupport his wretched 
ftate of health rendered neceffary, to ena- 
ble him to aflure her he died, as he had 
ever lived, her*s nioft unalterably. ^ He 
wilhed her every happinefs, and entreated 
fhe would fuffer her picture he hadfolong 
worn next to his heart, to remain there 
when he was laid in his coffin ; a requeft, 
he confelTed, might (to a woman of her 

fenfe) 
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fcnft) found idlc^ but it was the laft he 
Ihould ever make her, and the thing in 
the world, next to her welfare, he felt 
the Icaft folicitude about. Is it a won- 
der, this fudden, unexpefted ftroke, in 
the weak ftate of health (he then labour- 
ed under, afFefted her nerves to fuch a 
degree as to deprive her of the ufe of her 
limbs, a calamity much harder to bear 
than lofs of life. Indeed, in her 
wretched ftate of mind, death muft 
have appeared an exquifite happinefs. 
Since (he could not write, Ihe would, fhe 
faid, be carried to town in the fame con- 
veyance that had brought her thither^ 
and receive from poor Artamon that 
pardon her romantic pride and eafy cre- 
dulity rendered her fcarce worthy of. 

Lady B- , who fenfibly partook of 

her forrow, far from attempting to dif- 

. ' fuade 
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fuade her from it, offered to accompany 
her to town, and was giving orders for 
every thing to be prepared with all pofli- 
ble expedition, when a fecond exprefs 
arrived with the fatal news of his 
death and his will, addreffed to Eudocia* 
Lady B was under the neceflity 

of difclofing it to her immediately, as 
no other thing upon earth could have 
prevailed on her to defer her journey, 
and it would have added ftill greater 
weight to the blow, had flie gone and 
found him dead in tQwn. The fortitude 
of mind fhe Ihewed on this fevere trial, 
far exceeded all the fo much boaftcd phi- 
lofophy ever did, or can teach -, had its 
fource in religion, and a right turned 
mind. It is fome confolation to me, my 

dear Lady B , faid^^, to feel I am 

not doomed to length of miferablc days. 

Heaven 
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Heaven mercifully deals out its puni(h- 
ment too quick to caufe the fear I Ihall 
linger long on earth after the b«ft, the 
moft worthy, the moft injured of man- 
kind; injured by me, great Heaven! 
But reproaching myfelf will little avail. 
Return the will (rny deareft friend) to 
that amiable filler of the dear tcftator, 
who /muft ever love, though my* folly 
has dcfervedly drawn on me her hatred, 
nay her contempt. Entreat her to ac- 
cept of all the adorable Artamon be- 
£kowed on the weakcft, the wretchedeft 
of mortals. Aflure her the fault was in 
my head, not in my heart •, that fteadily 
felt and acknowledged his merits •, would 
I had liftened to its honeft didates ! Some 
little remembrance, fome trifle my Ar- 
tamon prized, I will receive and cherifli. 

Wonder (my dear Lady B ) at my 

^ infcn- 
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infenfibility V bow is it poflible I am 
able to articulate a fingle fyllable ; how 
furvive one moment the lols of all could 
render life dear, or rather fupportable 
to me ? Was it in nature to give me the 

fricndlhip of mifs H , fure as I am 

of your Ladyfhip's, I might perhaps 
regain compofure of mind enough to 
fubmit, with that refignation I ought, to 
the wife decrees of all-feeing providence, 
and die in that Chriftian frame of mind 
I ftiould inherit from fuch parents as gave 
me being. Difmifs the meffenger, my 

dear Lady B , and intreat mifs 

H will fee every tittle of my Arta- 

mon'swill moft religiouflyobferved. Oh ! 
that fhe could make him know how ar- 
dently I wifti (pardon me Heaven !) to 
join him in happier regions, where that 
curfe <jf humanity^ never enters, that 

^reen 
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green-eyed monftcr jealoufy^ diftruff^ 
and all its hateful train. She would 
have ran on whilft ftie had ftrength for 
utterance, had not Lady B-^ withdrawn 
to write her difpatches. On her return fhe 
found Eudocia funk into that filent for- 
row next to infenfibilityy and too op*- 
preflive to find vent. She hoped 4row- 
finefs, the ufual attendant on all-power- 
ful grief, would follow ; but in vain v 
her eyes remained unclofed, and her 
heart heaved fighs that would have 
fhocked a barbarian, and feemed enough 
to burft its ccarments. But deftiny had 
not yet figned its enlargement. Time, 
which alleviates other fufFerings, only 
ferved to encreafe hers j and twelve wea^ 
ry months elapfed, ere Eudocia was able 
to leave her bed. The phyficians fent 
.her to the Bath, where, jvithinthefpace of 

another 
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another year, (he recovered theufe of her 
limbs, with fome degree of bodily health \ 
but peace of miftd is ftill far from her, 
though feven or eight long years have 
revolved fince this tragical event. The 
fteady and tender friendfhip of mifs 
H muft (if any thing could; have 

afforded poor Eudocia, fome little con- 
folation for the lofs of Artamon. Mifs 

H ^ fpent moft part of her time along 

with her at the Countefs of S 's> 

There flie charmed a man of high rank, 
birth, and fortune, and what above all 
Jhe prized (for flie was every way Arta- 
mon's filler) a man of the ftrideft ho- 
nour, and niceft principles of virtue. His 
underftanding was fuperior to moft, and 
inferior to none ; unmixed with that pert 
forwardnefs, and defire of Ihewing it, fo 
apparent in moft of our travelled young 

men. 
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men. With a plcafing perfon, he had 
very pretty manners, and fhcwed upon 
every occafion that kind of politenefs 
which has its fourcc in the heart, and 
which nature only can beftow. Mifs 

H had an heart lufceptible of every 

generous, every tender fentiment, un- 
contaminated by any former love -, there- 
fore it was nothing ftrange ftie fhould be- 
come fenfible to the attention conftantly 
paid her by a young man fo truly efti- 

mable as the Duke of was •, but 

that modeft diffidence, which ftrongly 
marked her charafter, made her not 
dare to conftrue it'into more than meer 
gallantry, or to tell the momentary fuf- 
picions which fometimes* aflailed her 
thoughts, even to Eudocia, the friend of 
her foul, until his Grace had by a full 
(I will not fay a formal) declaration of 

his 
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Us paflion, put it pad a doubt. Both 
Eudocia and Lady S— had obferved 
their growing paflion long before ; were 
not a little pleafed to find it reciprocal, 
or remifs in lending their councils to 
mifs H — --. She and the Duke being 
entirely at their own difpofal, a marriage 
foontook place, as much from Iheer bvc, 
on her part as the Duke's. Notwith^ 
(landing the dilparity in their fortunes 
will hardly let the world in general be- 
lieve, what every word, every adion of 
her Gra(:e's life has for fome years paft 
amply proved. Indeed, the only emu- 
lation between them is to outvie each 
other in tendernefs, in friendfhip, in gen- 
tlenefs of manners. He adores his 
-daughters from refemblances he finds 
out in them to the Duchels j and (he re- 
turns the compliment to his fons -, at the 

2 fSLCtV^ 
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fame time not one of their children have 
caufe to complain of the partiality of ei- 
ther. Eudocia is carefled by them all, 
and parts her time between the duchefs 

and the Countefs of S , deaf to eve- 

ry overture of love and marriage, though 

many very advantageous offers daily af- 
fail her. The Duchefs of ■ — is too 
juft to Eudocia to judge her heart ca- 
pable of making a fecond choice, there- 
fore never teazes her on a fubjeft irk- 
fome to her to think of. At the fame 
time (he neither oppofes, nor prevents 
any propofal being offered her. Since 
Lady B — ^ gave me her hiftory, I have 
feen Eudocia. She is dill handfome* 
but bears her heart in her countenance, 
which, though full of dejeftion, wants 
neither fweetnefs nor fpirit -, that fort of 
fpirit I mean^ infcparable from a good 
2 - under- 
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underftanding. That my friend La^y 

!B laid Eudocia before me as an 

example, worthy to be followed, ypu 
will readily believe. But may not the 
dreadftil cataftrophe deter an heart not 
thoroughly healed, from pufliing fuch a 
condudt too far. Moft certainly it may^ 
was its objeft an Artamon. But far be 
fuch fears from me ; " ■ — is no dying 
lover •, I faw him laft night at the Opera^ 
the fame gallant gay Lothario as ever. 
He made me many bows j foon as the 
Opera was over, came into our boK, 
found much to fay, and would have of^ 
fered me his hand to my chair, had not 
the amiable man I once mentioned to 
you, been too quick for him. He was 
one of our party. I gave him my hand^ 
and vanity apart (my dear fifter)*! have 
much reafon to believe he would gladly 
Vol, ^I. G \^^€\n^ 
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ftccivc it for ever. Lady B — -• and 
tny fiftcr^likc friend, arc furc of if 
Would I had a heart to give along with 
it ! Could I ever recover^ that^ I firmly 
believe I could not beftow it better. Was 
/ tapable (which you well know I am 
jiot) of adking a part, and. bartering hap- 
pinefs for pomp and parade, be is far 
too worthy to fall a facrifice to dupery. 
My mother writes in better fpirits than 
ufuaL I flatter myfelf it proceeds from 
a thorough re-eftablifhment of heahh. 
Write me a full and true account of aU 
^d every thing, as well as your opinion 
of the endofed, which I beg no^cs but 
yours may perufe. Lady B — ^ can- 
not pay either you or me a greater 
compliment than in fufFering me to 
write it to you, which I think I have 

done 
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done in the felf fame terms her Lady^ 
Ihip gave it me.^ My love to our fifters^ 
apd believe ever affedtionatcly yours, &c« 
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LETTER XIIL 

My dear Morvina, 

I HAVE this moment received 
another letter from my mother replete 
with wit and humour, her ufual fpirits 
and vivacity fliine through every line ot 
it •, and I begin to entertain hopes flie will 
enjoy fuch a degree of health,as may render 
old age fupportable to her : though by 
the Roman reckoning ihe has hardly 
arrived at that period in life. May fhc 
Know many eafy, nay happy years in it, 
(which with fuch felf-refources, Ihe cer- 
tainly may) is my conftant, ardent 
prayer, and after all 'tis a felfifh prayer, 
fince fuch a well fpent life fuch a 
heavenly difpofition is formed for more 
z exalted 
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cxaUed blifs, than this vain tranfitory 
world can give ; and muft fo often foar 
above it, as to make the foul wifh too- 
eagerly for its enlargement. But I grow 
grave, confequently dull, and your 
htan is too good to need thefe kind of 
ledlures my dear Morvina. My Mother, 
with great good humour drops fome 
diftant hints of , none of which 

I mean to underftand, unlefs ftie feems 
uneafy about me : of that I am fure you 
will make no delay to inform me, that 
^ may give.her under my hand, as. I now 
mod fincerely do you, I never will 
enter into any ferious, folemn engage- 
ment without firft obtaining her confent. 

And " will be the very laft man 

I fhall alk it for : he is worthkfs, vanity 

and love of pkafure divide the whole 

man. The firft makes him parfue me, 

G 3 the 
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the laft would make him forget, and 
forego every tye, every obligation, and 
leave the mod amiable wife upon earth, 
wretched. To know this, and perfcvere 
in loving him, would be a madncfs I 
hope you judge me incapahle of. He idly 
perfifts in reTufing to reftore my letters, 
which after all, are not worth much fo- 
licitude : I have determined to think no 
more of them,and never again eitherfend, 
or receive meffages about them. I hope 
in future I fhall be able to find a more 
entertaining fubjeft for my dear Morvina^ 
To morrow I go into the country with 

lady B , to a fmall houfe flie has 

taken to breathe frefh air, two or three 
jdays in a week; longer than that £he 
would not remain out of town •, and ym 
know the country is not my paffion -, that 
I am not fond of walking, or fo roman- 
tically 
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tically inclined to ftrole the woods, and 
meads, in queft of adventures. What 
do you think of Eudocia ? did you not 
ihed tears for the ill-ftarred Artamon ^ 
yet fure flie is more an objeft of pity \ 
doomed to drag on a life oi forrow and 
femorfe. For how upright foever our in- 
tentions, we cannot but lament errors^ 
in our judgement, above all, when they 
arc produdive of fuch fatal confe- 
qucnces. A truth the fettled melancholy, 
the dejeftion bf poor Eudocia's counte- 
nance amply evince. I drink tea and 
fup to night with lady P , where • 

I fhall be in infinitely greater danger of 
being Turfeited by politics than eating, 
and probably long before the hour of 
eating arrives, feel myfelf in the ark, 
^ith every creeping thing on the face 
Af the earth. Aftoniihing ! how a woman 
G 4 of 
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of her fenfe and tafte can fufFcr fuch a 
melange of company ; did it arife from 
party rage only, I could account for 
(perhaps you will think forgive) it. But 
they as widely differ from each other in 
principle, as in every other circumftance 
through life. Neveverthelefs I may 
meet fome very agreeable people there. 
Should /, you will hear of them ; but 
no more of Reptilia, I am lick of them. 
Not one new book worth fending you-, 
the beginning of the winter fomething 
may appear : fhould there, you may 
^iepend on having it from 

Your affc6tionate fifter, 

and real friend. 

You Icnow jiow paflionately fond I 
5m of mufic ; and fuch as I hear ^t my 
dear frien^^ whp gives x:oncerts ^very 

week 
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week to a few felecl friends, or rather 
intimates, is fine beyond any idea that 
my mother even can form of it, Jt has 
cured my rage for operas, in fhort my 
cars can endure no other founds, no 
other mufrc, than the count deSt.G^—'s. 
His compolitions breathe, they have 
fenfe in them, and are in reality the molt 
pathetic fpeaking. Adio. 
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LETTER XIV. 



My dear Morvina, 

THIS moment am I returned to 
fmoke, noife, and nonfenfe : and too 
impatient to give you fome idea of the 
fweet Domiceli, I have juft left, to 
reft another moment without attempting 
it. Attempting, indeed I fhould fay, 
fincc with the utmoft exertion of my def- 
criptive powers, I fhall be able to give 
you but a faint view of its charms. To 
begin, figure to yourfelf a beautiful 
caftle in miniature, fituated on an emi- 
nence, on the vfcry verge of one of the 
^neft parks in England. In front you 
Command a full view of the town of 

Greenwich, 
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Greenwich, the river, the Ihippingi &c 
and an extenfive profpcft of the mofk 
beautiful country beyond. The rear 
prefents you with woods, groves, rills,^ 
dales, and fuch infinite variety of rural 
fcenes, as might fuffice to turn the head 
of any one romantically inclined. But 
that, thank Heaven, was never the turn 
of our ho.ufe j and when I frequent (as 
I often do) thefc gloomy fcenes, it is for 
far better purpofesj it is to look in- 
ward, to make an acquaintance with 
jnyfelf, the moft ufcful acquaintance we 
can acquire, -yet the leaft and laft fought 
after. Self-approbation is the greateft 
good we can enjoy ; a good the world 
can neither give, or take away. It arifes 
from reafon's eye, diftinguifhing the di- 
intiity within us. Liftening to, and aft- 
ing by its dictates, as far as frail humani- 
G 6 ^0 
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ty will allow us : and if i^e will alloW 
ourfelves a little time for reflcftion, I 
am convinced we fhall prove its falutary 
efFefts, and ftill have enough of thd 
YTdrld; fince it is the abufe, and not thi^ 
xife of it, that is denied us. If you like 
my ethicks you will wifh me again at 
Sans-fouci ; thanks to his Pruflian ma- 
jefty for lending me a namefo applicable 
to my friend^s chateau, and my feelings 
in it. She fays it fhall retain the name 
while ihe inhabits it ; and that I fhall 
caufe her living there much more than 
ftie ever intended. Her Ladyfhip's rea- 
fons are too flattering, and exprefled in 
terms t^ civil for me to be able to re- 
peat them without blulhing, even to 
you, my dear fifter. I write this at 
l" home, where I cxpcft my uncle to dine 
and drink tea with me. He lives a grea 

dea 
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deal in the country : his place there CX'^ 
tremely pretty, indeed elegant; as is 
his whole ftile of living, though his ef- . 
tablifhment is much contraflcd •, fix 
lacquies inftead of fixteen, two fervants 
out of livery only, one fet of horfes, 
where he ufed to have three •, indeed he 
has four of the prettieft bays ever 
fcen for his chaife; but that and much 
more he may and ought to have. In 
fhort every amufement fuitable to' his 
years. You afk me what is become of 
Jezebel] : it matters not much. Well 
had it been for him, if Jbe had never 
had a being : but fince his fecond mar- 
riage I hope (and believe) he has not of- 
ten feen her, and never will fee her 
more. I have bten told he allows her 
three hundred pounds yearly ; and that 
is well bcftowed, to get rid of fuch a 

fiendj 
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fiend ; a conncftion ruinous to both foul 
and body. The clock ftrikes three, and 
I muft be drcffed yim know to receive 
him with the refpeft due to a guardian, 
parent, and whatnot. But raillery apart, 
I regard and love him. He has a thou- 
fand good qualities. The facility of his 
difpt)rition has been his misfortune 
through life, and rendered him the moft 
confummate dupeto villains whofe heads 
and hearts were far below bis. Adieu 
cara mio. * 
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LETTER XV. 



My dear Morvina, 

THE evening of the day I laft writ 

to you, I fpent at Lady B % with 

our own coterie, which makes about fixty 
in number; every one of whom yoii 
would admire exceedingly, for their good 
fenfe, elegance of manners, knowledge 
of the world, &c. We have fome of 
the firft geniufes of the age amongft us ; 
fuch as muft do honour to apy age, or 
any country. The days we have no mu- 
fic, cards are introduced, not to deftroy 
cither time or converfation, but rather 
to enliven the latter, by taking oflf from 
<2 that 
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that form all circles infenfibly fall into. 
Our games are in general thofe of chance, 
require little attention, and we play too 
low to be anxioufly felicitous about win- 
ning and lofing. Bonario is ever there ; 
redoubles his attention to me: I like 
him fo much as a friend, I tremble for 
fear he fhould declare himfelf a lover, 
and force me to give up his acquain- 
tance. I wifli he knew, though I have 

baniftied ■ my heart, I can never 

aive him a fuccefTor in it. So romantic 
does this found,confidering the turn of the 
times, I doubt I (hall hardly be able to 
make him believe me. I am fure I know 
no other man that would, tho* I feel it 
moft religioufly true. Will you, can 
you pardon my vanity, if I tell you the 
joy that lit up every one's countenance 
this evening (for it was rather late) on • 

my . 
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my arrival furpaffes all defcription. Bi< 
why fhould I bluih ? To be flattered by 
the difl:indion and praifes of the worthy 
is furely allowable. My uncle fpeaks of ^ 
you as you deferve. He gave me manjr 
prefllng invitations into the country, 
which you will not wonder I waved with 
all pofllble refpe£t, fmce it would drag 

me from my eftimaWe Lady B -^ 

and her heavenly converfation, which 
not only delights but improves the 
mind, fills it with refourccs that will ren* 
der even old age pleafant, by enabling 
us both to amufe and inftrud thofe 
young companions we fhall then feel ne- 
ceflary to fupport, with their vivacity, our 
declining fpirits. My uncle talks of go- 
ing abroad towards the latter end of the 
fummcr 5 Ihould my aunt invite me^ I 
Ihallhave no objedion to make one ia 

Jhat 
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IfbafptLrty. She is fenfible, knows the 
world, and has politcnefs enough to 
make her houfc extremely eafy and agree- 
ble to her company. I find it to all in- 
tents and purpofes my own, except the 
cxpence and trouble of it. That Lady 
R . has oddities I will not deny, 

but her partiality to me* makes them 
ever point another way 5 and as to my 
lord, you know thetic is no body more 
cafy to live with. I Write to my mother, 
therefore you need not mention this let- 
ter. When I receive the invitation I 
hope and believe I fhortly fhall from 

Lord and Lady R to accompany 

them to Paris &c. I fhall certainly write 
for my mother's approbation. I dare 
fay Vac will not objedl to my going; but 
% l6yt not to give people too much time 
4br reflexion on a point I wifh to carry, 

there 
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there is always fo much to be faid for 
and againft almoft every thing we cither 
fay or do. I go in a day or two to Sans 
fouci, from whence you (hall hear from 
me again. En attendant, reft fatisfied 
my beft lov^ and fricndfhip ever follows 
you. 
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LETTER XVI. 

My dear Morvina, ^^ ^"^^ 

WE arrived here fafc, and perfcdlly 
well, laft night ; ' more owing to Hea- 
ven's kind care than our prudence. We 
Jefr town late enough to have been in 
the dark at leaft three parts of the way, 
had not Cynthia befriended us by fhining 
unufually bright. Her luftre redoubled, 
every beauty I vainly attempted to de- 
fcribe to you before. The foft fcenes. 
this delightful country abounds in were 
heightened beyond all conception, wheir. 
ifeen only by her pale, delicate light, 
itwinkling thorough the trees. TRe 

roads 
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roads fo near town are, you know^ 
coo good to raife fears on the fcore of 
broken necks, limbs, &c. The only 
thipg formidable to our ideas were high- 
waymen which infeft this road more 
than any other equally near the metropo- 
lips ; but as we had never yet been rob- 
bed, our fears were not very alarming to 
each other, or any in our train -, and the 
tranquil delight this place ever affords ' 
mc, is worth hazarding much more 
for. I write this from my drefling-room, 
in which there is a large bow* window, 
whence your eyes may take in the^ whole 
of that great profpcft I jpainted to you in 
X)ne view. In fhort, the houfe and its en- 
virons breathe the fpirit of their owner, 
where you meet with fomething to foothe, 
pleafe, and improve you at all times, and 
in all humours. Such variety of powers 

rarely- 
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rarely (if ever) meet in one and the fdf- 
lamc perfon. Partiality apart. Lady 
B — — (bines in the circle and in the 
fhade ; in polite life and in domeftick ^ 
in the drawing-room and in her nurfery j 
in fine, wherever flie is, or whatever fhc 
docs, there is that fenfe, eafc and ele- 
gance in all, you would fwear fhe was 
formed to excel in that charadler only in 
which you laft fee hen The obligations 
of affedion /owe her are not to be told 
To her I owe not only, my prefent eafe 
of mind, but an happy efcape from im- 
minent dangers , that threatened me. 
There is a charm in her converfation that 
has already cured me of my rage for pub- 
lic amufements. I have not a wifh to leave 
her and this fweet retreat. I^er Lady- 
fliip has this moment told me a thqufand 
foreigners dine with us to-morrow, and 

that 
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that we go to Woolwich to fee the dock^ 
yards, the ordnance, &c. that they 
mean to have a ball in the evening for 
me. As our pcci?% and Je vouspuis^ do 
not dance Englifh country dances, Bo*^ 
nario comes on purpofe to have the 
honour of dancing with your humble 
fervant, and all that. What ftrange idea» 
men have of us, and in what ^ contemp- 
tuous light muft they hold our under* 
ftandings, when they think it neceflary 
to entertain us with ajargon a fenfible 
girl in a nurfery would laugh at : yet af- 
ter- all, when I refledt how fuccefsful it 
rencjers them with threeparts out of four 
of the fine ladies about town, I blame 
them not ; and can only fay, I Ihould be 
infinitely more flattered with the friend- 
fliip than admiration of any man •, be-^ 
fides, that 1 Ihould hope and believe I 

wa9 
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iivas capable of meriting the firft, it would 
convince me he looked on me as a ra- 
. tional (nay a companionable) being, and 
gave me his efteeni. But I fhall lofe my 
cwn, if I am not dreffed by dinner, for 
being guilty of an unpolitenefs to the 
bed bred woman in the world; there- 
ibre iadieu my dear fiftcr, God bkfs you ! 
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LETTER XVII. 

HOW have you accounted for my 
long filence ? Not fairly I will venture 
to fayr With aU your candour (my dear 
Morvina) you have imagined a thoufand 
things whiqh never have, or ever will 
happen. The truth is, I have not been, 
able to command more of my time than 
was abfolutely neceflary to give to reft, 
in order to recover the fatigue of the . 
day that was pafled, and enable me to 
enjoy the approaching day. Had the 
party been compofed of people lefs agree- 
able than every individual of them was, I 
fhould undoubtedly have wiflied theni 
Jianged, or any where out of my way. 
But to fay what they were^ I muft be what 

Vol. I. • H the^ 
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they are. Sufiice it then to tell you, I 
never in my days was more thoroughly 
entertained for a whole week together; 
and I wiih ten thoufand times more than 
ever I did to go abroad. Foreigners of 
diftinftion are of all people the moft 
pleafant to live with. As roughnefs of 
manners has upon no one occafion ap- 
peared to me a mark of fincerity, polite- 
nefs never makes me fufpeft a want of it. 
I neither expedt or.iwifli to find a friend 
in every perfon I meet ; and I am per- 
fedlly fatisfied a four rude difpofition is 
incapable of friendfliip. An ill temper 
originates from an unfeeling heart, ready 
at all times to facrifice every perfon and 
thing upon earth to its own whim and 
caprice. Befides, the benefit of friend- 
fhip is the having our foibles, out faults 
^ven laid open to our view in fuch man- 
ner 
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ncr as may make u^ deteft and fliun therai 
in future, and at the fame time without 
irritating us, whith requires good nature, 
as well as good breeding in the perfoa 
who undertakes fo difficult and delicate ^ 
a talk as that of wounding pur fclf-love. 
But I fee you impatient to hear of the 

ball. Lady B- proclaimed me queea 

of it. I opened it with the Duke de 
M' ■ ; Madame danced a minuet 

inimitably well with theJDuke of L ; 

feveral minuets were danced ; a few cO'* 
tillons. After that nine couple of us 
young ones danced Englilh country 
dances, while the graver part of the corn- 
pany retired to cards in an inward room. 
We danced from nine till near one, when 
we all fate down to a fupper worthy of the 
donor. It confided of five courfes, one 
and twenty covers each, and a defert of 
H 2 fcvrcnty 



feventjr covers, ferved on the moft beau- 
tiful cut cryftal, and lighted upl>y as 
many lamps of the fame, but of every 
xiifFerent colour imaginable. The charm- 
ing efFeft this had, no idea can reach. I 
wonder it did not pain our eyes ; but the 
lights were fo well difpofed, and made 
fo delicate, they flione without glaring. 
In Ihort, there was every thing to pleafc, 
and not one thing to incommode us. 
The mufic, company, &c. infpired Bo- 
xiario with fpirits and courage enough to 
make the declaration! had fo long dread- 
ed, and am now glad is over, fince it af- 
forded me an opportunity of explaining 
the fettled purpofeof my foul, and fenti- 
iTicnts too peculiar for him to guefs at ; 
but I foon perceived his own were deli- 
cate enough to admire mine, at the very 
time he would have wifhed them lefs re- 
fined, 
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fined, or rather \tkjiabli. Lady B— — ^^ 
who often walked amongft us, obferved- 
a fettled melancholy in bis countenance,, 
through alL the appearance of. cheerful- 
fuln€f3 he put on s and fomethmg not: 
very unlike ic in mine ; but attributed it , 
to a far different caufe. : imagined he 
had been entertaining me with a paffion; 
fhe had, long feen he felt for. me ; and; 
that without my being abfvird enough to 
difcourage it, might naturally throw ai 
gloom over both our countenances, for- 
fome fhort time at leafl:,^^ faid. I told 
her, I was much mortified to find her* 
opinion of mefo little juft, as to leave herr 
ladyfhip a moment in doubt of my 
afting on every occafion from the dic- 
tates of my heart ;. or that it was fo little* 
candid to fuffcr me to trifle with the hap- 
|^ncfs of a man whofe worth I muft not. 
H 3 onlyr. 
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only allow, but ever admire, and wi(h 
for his fricndfliip ; though my ill ftarrcd 
fate forbade me his love, from my inca- 
pacity to return it. It was true, I faid, I 
had fo far got the better of my paffion 
for : ' . ■ , to fee the inevitable ruin it 
muft have plunged me into, but not fo 
far as ever to be able to think of loving 
another. I clearly faw his worthleflhefs, 
but never without wifliing he had not 
been fo made, feeling ftrongly the impof- 
bility of my heart confenting to a fecond 
choke •, the fubftance of which difcourfe 
1 had told Bonario, afluring him at the 
fame time, that I not only dcfired, but 
Ihould be infinitely flattered by his friend- 
Ihlp; afliareof which I hoped ever to 
preferve, and iji fome degree to tneriL 
That, madam, (replied he) you com- 
«iand : your <:ondu(5t forces the efteem 

of 
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of all that know you ; theywho have not 
had fuch exalted (though cruel) proofs 
of your integrity of heart, your noble- 
nefs of foul. — Here I flopped him fhort, 
by faying, friendfhip requires no fuch 
rants, fuch high flown epithets ; it foftens 
the pafllons, is the true cardiack thrown 
in by Providence to render the naufeous 
draught of life more palatable to us. In 
this inftant we were called to fupper^ 
and I was, I confefs, as happy at having 
an interruption put to the converfatipn, 
as you can be at dinner, and the poll for- 
cing me to end the dulleft of all dull 
epiftles. Adieu ! God blefs you. 
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LETTER XVIII. | I 

I 

I 
WE go to town to-morrow, my dear t 

fitter. I ftm only glad of it, becaufe I 

Lady B and I had got into fuch j 

a habit of wrangling about Bonario. t 

Nothing but want of opportunity can , 

€vcr, I believe, cure us of it. I know j 

fhe means me well ; but am hurt to find 
our fcntiments fo widely differ on a fuV- 
je6l fo intercfting, and in which the heart 
bears fo large a part. She is, as I have 
frequently told you, an excellent wo- 
man ; I both love and efteem her. 5he 

married Sir in her very early days; 

more charmed with his fortune, which is 
indeed ixnmenfe^ than either his perfon or 

manners J 
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manners ; for you meet with few Ic© 
ploafing, though many plainer menr Her 
behaviour has notwithftanding never 
proved him fo in her eyes ; though their 
living fo much in foreign countries, .and 
his adopting the manners of the people 
there difembarraffes her from much of 
his company, which, notwithftanding ap^ 
pearances, (he cannot, I am perfeftly fa- 
tisfied, like. To me he- is exceedingly 
polite, but it is with violence to myfclf 
I am able to return it. This blefled rtz 
treat is free from him, for he fpends his,, 
whole fummers at different water drink- 
ing places, wherp Lady B^r and his 

family are never to accompany him. 
Tofum up his charader in a very few 
words, he is a compound of avarice and 
vulgarity, affefting the moft Iplendid ele-^ 
gapce. In all his entertainments, (tpan^f 
Us of 
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of which he gives to foreigners of rank) 
the reality appears. Thanks to Lady 

B , who (hines at the table, as well 

as in every other fphere in life. But 
enough of him, who, as I go abroad, I 
Ihall not fee this year, unlcfs he takes it 
into his head to accompany my friend to 
Paris, which Heaven avert. She muft be 
happier without him, let her fay what fhe 
will. From la Bienfance I write to my 
mother, therefore adieu 5 my head achs, 
and it is almoft dark. Expeft a long 
letter from town. 



LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 



I HAD not been an hour in town 
yefterday, before Lord R ■ ■ arrived. 
He came to tell me the phyficians all 
agree, my aunt's health requires inftant 
change of air ; that we are to embark 
for Calais this day week. The only re- 
gret I have is leaving Lady B be- 
hind, who cannot quit England thefc 
two months : but there is no pleafure 
without fome alloy. The Duke of 

M has defired to be recalled, and 

the duchefs (who is very good to me) 

tells me tbey (hall be at Paris before us, 

as we take Spa in our way j that flie 

H 6 carnellly 
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«arncftly wilhes to contribute every thing 
in her power towards my amufement-, and 
much fhe has in her power; for (he is not 
only a veritable belefprit,butan excellent 
good woman ; has all the politenefs of 
her country, with the fincerity of ours ; 

fhe loves play, and plays deep, but can 
have intimacies and friendlhip for them 
who do neither the one or the other. In 
fliort, ihe has the moft univerfal benevo- 
lence of heart imaginable ; ihe even faw 
and partook of Bonario's diftrefs on my 
fudden departure. But it is infinitely the 
beit thing that can happen to either of us. 
Abfence (according to pur friend Rochc- 
foucault) may extinguifh moderate paf- 
.fions, andfuch I efteem all new created 
paflions. I may enjoy that friendlhip I 
really think valuable, and ftill preferve 
the approbation of nay own mind, on 

cool 
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cool refleftion, in the moft fcqueftered 
folitude. The town rings at prcfent 
about our friend's daughter going off 
with a man of a very ungentle name, 
which I can neither fpell nor fpeak^. 
Though thefe things happen almoft daily 
in this enlightened world, truft me Mor 
vina, there is more fentiment, more real 
delicacy on the fummit of mofTy crags, 
than in the court and its environs. The 
inhabitants of the firft retain their original 
noblenefs of blood and fpirit, whereas 
the laft contaminate and mingle theirs 
with every wretch for gold; and often> 
if not always, leave a reptile (at beft a 
mongrel) race, which lays their honours 
in the duft. Sentiments fo natural to us 
all will not furprize you •, neither will 
you wonder I am pleafed at going to a 
country where they univcrfally reign. 

But 
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But I dwell top longona fubjcft we agree 
in. To-morrow I go to E — — to bring 

Lady R to town, on her way to 

Dover, from whence you may depend on 
receiving fix line3 from your fond filler 
^ind friend. 



LET. 
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LETTER XX. 



Dover, TucfdayMorniig, 

^ . , ikir* I ^ave written a lone 

. My dear MorVina, letter to my mother* 

• How good fhc is to u» 
all, my dear 1 

I Promifed you fix lines from this for- 
midable place, which, with our third 
Edward, makes a capital figure inhiftory. 
Behold then a woman of her word j per- 
haps better than her word. Though I 
will not deign to borrow a defcription 
of Dover clifts to fulfil it, as it would . 
be nothing new to you, nor will indeed 
an account of any country we go thro*, 
or place I fliall probably fee. But peo- 
ple of all countries differ not only from 
each other, but^rom themfelves, fre- 
quently 
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iquently enough to produce novelty, and 
ample matter for an abler pen. But to 
be ferious, we embark with an extraor- 
dinary fine wind in half an houn It is 
now paft twelve, and they promifc we 
Ihall drink our coffee at. the Hotel An- 
glois, whence you may expeft fix lines 
more, as* lam fure you will be anxious 
to know we are fafe landed, of which 
however there is not the fmalleft doubts. 
Adieu ! tous adieu ! God blefs you. 



L E T. 
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LETTER XXL 

Calais, Tuefday tveniBfk 

JUST arrived fafc, well, and in fpi- 
rits, from the firft tathc laft of us. San- 
chonia had not power of face to refrain 
from laughter, when a Marquis, a good 
deal refembling the knight of Mancha^ 
offered me his hand to lead me to the 
carriage which waited for us. My aunt 
was not a Kttk ftruck with bis figure, 
and my good fortune, io early on our 
arrival in a ftrange country. It wiH fur- 
niih out converfation for this night, at 
leaft J no bad thing for me, whofe mind 
is too often wandering where I would not 
wiih they Ihould find it. My aunt is 

really 
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really the moft reafonable woman in the 
world ; exceedingly good tempered, and 
fond of my company, yet never wifties 
to purchafe it at the expence of my plea- 
fure; goes out with me to the full as. 
much as I wifli to be in public, ftill fear- 
ing I confine myfelf in compliment to 
her. The Opera fhe knew was my fa- 
vourite amufement in London, therefore 
never let me mifs one, while I wa3 with 
her in town. The hurry I wa« in, pre- 
vented me telling you in my laft letter, 
we have changed our route. My uncle 
. had a confultation of phyfKians imme- 
diately on Lady R -*s arrival in town) 

who unanimoufly agreed no Spa could 
beoffervice in her complaint jHhat ex- 
crcifc, change of air, afles milk, and 
amufement, could alone work a curc^ 
itherefore we go diredlly to Paris, and if 

that 
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that fails, winter in the South of France^ 
Should we reach Amiens (which wc 
ftedfaftly purpofe) to-morrow night, we 
Ihall lie at Paris the next. My Lord 
carries me through St. Omer's, fome- 
what about. I will not feal this till I get 
to Amiens. Juft come from the Jefuits : 
not a jot of their cunning have I ftolen. 
Thofe we have in England are a juft 
fpecimen of the whole. They are ex- 
ceedingly polite 5 prefentcd me with a 
fine fet of beads, apiece of St. Winefrid's 
little finger J I rejoiced it was not her 
toe. But raillery apart, I wiflicd Lady 

R had travelled along with us, 

that we might have fpent more time 
with thefc holy fathers, which they pref- 
fed us much to do. They appear the 
moft happy of human race: I firmly 
Relieve many of them are fo, from being 

what 
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what they feem, truly good religious 
men. I cannot pronounce deftruftion on 
the head of all who differ in opinion from 
me, or believe there is but one road to 
that haven where we would all be ; and 
which, if we all feek earneftly, I make na 
doubt we fhall find in due time, whatever 
road we purfue towards it. Lady A— 
B- pafled through this town fome 
time fince, Fm told, to be married, and. 
not too foon. I know fomething of them ;, 
have a high opinion of both, and. mind, 
not every idle malicious talc I hear. We* 
have feventy miles to go to-morrow 5^ 
but that is nothing in this country,, you- 
will readily believe, from the facility we . 
ttow travel in our own ; a good as welL 
as pleafurc we originally owe to Franccr 
I beg leaye to offer my duty ta my mo-- 
thcr through you •, as I have nothing w!ll' 

pay/ 
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pay her Ladyfhip the pain of reading tm 

fend from this place. I fhall fatisfy my- 

felf with entreating (he will believe duty 

and afie£tion to her hold the firfl: place 

in my heart. Say from me every thing 

kind and friendly to our lifters. I do 

not love them Icfs from writing to them 

feldomer than I do to my dear Morvina, 

whofe fincere friend I am, as well as af- 

iedionatc fiften 

Henrietta. 



I fhall not write to you again till I get 
to Paris, where I may probably find 
matter for a volume. 



LET. 
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LET T E R XXII. 

Pstfis, Hotel de Yorlo, 

IN my laft letter from Amiens I told 
my mother the woollen manufadory was 
arrived to that high perfedlion, as to 
make me almoft beheve it would recon- 
cile her to it ; and there I faw nothing 
elfe worth mentioning. We arrived here 
laft night too late, and too much fa- 
tigued for me to think of writing. I am 
not yet able to give you accounts of this 
fuperb metropolis worth fetting down 
upon paper •, but the tender friendfliip I 
bear my dear Morvina makes me feize 
every opportunity of afluring her it can 
end but with my life y a truth I hope fhc 

does 



( i67 ) 

does not now need to learn. You know 
this town is built with fine hewn ftone,. 
and great regularity j the houfes five or 
fix ftorieshigh ; that all people of dif- 
tinftion have a hotel or palaqe in it, with 
courts and gardens; a maghificence 
which neVer fails raifing in you an idea 
of the grandeur of mind of its inhabi- 
tants, ftrohgly prejudicing you in their 
favour, before you know more than the 
meer outfide of their houfes. It will 
coft us fome days before we can make 
ourfelves up for the court ; till when we 
fhall parade about to fee fights, to which 
I have no diflike in this country. There 
is very little trouble in it ; befides, it 
does not take me from what I like bet- 
ter, as yet. I long to go to every con- 
vent I hear of inhabited by nuns : there 
are fcventy-eight in Paris. We have a 
2 moft 
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moft magnificent hotel, that Lord R-^— ^ 
. has been lucky enough to get twice be- 
>fore, juft at the time he wanted it. The 
Duke of has not left it above a 

week. However we do not mean to go 
into it till it is thoroughly well aired, 
which wilH)C another week at leaft. We 
are well lodged, &c. here^ and partiality 
to my own travelling bed made it neccf- 
lary to put it up at Amiens, where we 
found every thing excellent •, and I could 
not help reflefting on the propenfity 
moft folks have to raife difficulties, and 
propagate falfhoods, which I am confi- 
dent frighten/numbers, and prevent 
their travelling into France or Italy. In- 
deed, if monfieur le Chirurgien will tra- 
vel, he is treated accordingly •, for they 
ture refpeftors of perfons in this polite and 
truly agreeable country. They afk not, 

what 
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what you have, but they will know whd 
you are, before they will receive you ; 
and a man or worfiaA nobly born, that is 
to fay, of a good family, though ufidif- 
tiiiguifliedby any markof coutt favour, 
13 as univcrfally received, and aa polite- 
ly treated as any peer whatever. Indeed 
the commoft people call them all Mi-lord 
Anglois, and from knowing nothing of 
oui* manners and cohftitution, judge they 
ate the iame as their own, where every 
man of family is a coUnt or marquis, 
and where their honours afe not profti- 
tu ted as ours are. The lower fort of 
people talk to you with great eafe, but 
never fall from that refpeft dlic to their 
fuperiors. I have dwelt longer than 
fcems neceflary on a fubjeft not Very in- 
terefting; but the numberlefs books 
lately publilhed by trifling people, of 
Vol. I. I their 
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their tour through France and Italy, I 
have found very erroneous thus far, and 
make no doubt I fhall throughout. I 
would not have n>y dear Morvina's mind 
poifoned by them, and prejudiced agaijft 
a country and people I feel already I 

fliall be as partial to as Lord R is. 

Lady R thinks herfelf better alrea- 
dy, and I believe fhe is fo from the 
journey. She always charges me with 
tmhy compliments to you. Difpofe of 
mine always as you think proper. I dare 
not allow you the fame privilege with 
my love, for fear you fliould render it 
back to D , you were once fo par- 
tial to him ; fo fatisficd I could never 
withdraw it enpugh to be happy without 
hini. Juft called to fupper. Farewell. 
God blels you% 

L E T- 
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LETTER XXIII. 

Paris. 

THIS whole week have we rambled 
from morning till night, and been exceed- 
ingly entertained with the numberlefs 
beauties as well as curiofities of this fu- 
perb metropolis, and its environs. My 
mind has known no reft ; for I dream 
the night thorough of what I ^have fcea 
the preceding day. This morning I vi- 
fued St. Cyr -, it has more than an- 
fwered my moft fanguine expeftations, 
and is ti-uly worthy the foundrefs, tho* 
at prefent negleded by the court, at leaft 
by no means patronifed, and fupported 
I 2 aafwer- 
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anfwerable to her intentions. It is not 
near full ; but the mod perfeft happi- 
nefs appears in the countenance, and 
reigns in the hearts of the greateft part 
of the ladies who arc tbere^ I am con- 
vinced, as well as in every other convent 
I have feen. I cannot fuppofe, or wi(h 
you fhould believe, there are not reftlefs 
turbulent fpirits in every focicty, but is 
it not happy they are out of the way of 
fxpofing thcmfelves, and families, and 
where, if example has force to reclaim 
fuch termagants, they want not the beft. 
In tbis^ as well as in the education of 
their daughters,thc Roman Catholics have 
greatly the advantage over us. In thefc 
houfcs young ladies are educated immedi- 
ately under the infpedion of women of 
fafliion •, grounded in the principles of 
their religion, as well as honour, gere- 

rofity, 
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rofny, and every fentiment natural to a 
noble mind-, whereas our boarding- 
fchools are feminaries of vulgarity and 
folly, to fay no worfe v and a mother 
finds infinitely more trouble to diveft 
their minds of the abfurd prejudices they 
have gained /^d:r^, than fhe would havp 
met with in teaching them every other 
acquirement from their cradle upwards. 
This fwect retreat is fituated at one ex- 
tremity of the park of Verfailles, and is 
indeed an ample proof of the tafte as. 
well as goodnefs of heart of madamei 
Maintenon^ wbofe- ftory has been very 
malicioufly and falfely tranfmitted to us, 
owing undoubtedly to the envy her 
extraordinary exaltation raifcd in the 
minds of her cotemporaries. From in- 
conteftible authority I have learned, (he 
never was in the confidence of madame 
I 3 Montefpan> 
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Montefpan, therefore could never ufe it 
to her dcftruction with the King* Nei- 
ther was pnadame Maintenon ever em- 
ployed by ber^ or ever received the 
fmalleft favour at her hands. The King 
himfelf firll thought of, and nanied ma- 
dame Scarron to go with the Duke of 
Maine to Barege, whofc birth you know 
was for fome time kept fecret> on ac- 
count of a deformity in one of his fcct^ 
His Majefty likewife committed ; the 
care of his education afterwards to her.. 
The letters neceffaryfot her ta write on 
that occafioixwcre addrei&d immediately 
to the King. Thefenfc, the elegance, the 
fentimcnt of them failed not to make its 
way from his head to his heart 5 and 
neither war nor gallantry had force to 
chace it thente : in Ihort, he fell in love 
with madame Maintenon, and finding 

there 
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.there was no other means of gaining h^, 

determined to marry her. That her 

paflionforhim was equally ftrong and 

ilifinterefted, notwithftanding the great 

;difparity in years^ as well as every thing 

.^Ife, between them^ we have no room to 

doubt, fince fhe never would be declared. 

Jiad^^ not confidcred the King's intereft 

.preferably to her own, wilhed him to 

.maintain the love, the adoration of a 

^people who had long worfhipped him •, 

Jccn through xcafon'^s (not paffion's) eye, 

?th(e coolequeiice attending ibch deckra* 

.tion, it is jmi^offibk to fuppofe 4he could 

be averfc to fftppear in her proper fta- 

tion: indeed there was none fo exalted her 

abilities would not have done hamur to. 

She was not to be dazzled with the empty 

-glare of temporary greatnefs. She loved 

the man, not the monarch: wifhed to 

I 4 detach 
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detach bim from all worldly purfuits^ am- 
bition, vanity, &c. not to fliare the»i 
ovith bim -, and really had, as (he fre- 
quently fays in her letters, his falvation 
at heart ; a good muft be obtained in 
t\i\s pr if cnt tv\\ worlds although we reap 
the reward in a better. I am apt to bd* 
lieve the difficulty (he met in bringing 
that about, caufcd thofe difcontents of 
mind (he io often expreffcs to her nekr 
friends^ particularly to her brother. The 
King^s health was^, and had lorrg been 
in a very precarious ftate^ and (he darixi 
not flatter herfelf i&^ was in that frame 
of nund which alone can render us rt- 
figned, and enable us to meet the king 
irf terrors. At length her indefatigable 
zeal in the fcrvice of God, her con(taFK: 
attention to the King, her ardent endea- 
vours to promote bis fpiritual, as well as 

temporal 
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temporal good, wrought the wiflied-for 
cfFedt, and (he had the comfort to be- 
hold him die a Chriftian, though the 
misfortune to furvivc the perfonon earth 
flie wifhed to live. for. With what he- 
roifm he beheld his approaching end 
every own knows^. In the very aA of 
dying i^ faid to mad a me Maintenon, I 
. believed it a much more difficult tafl< to 
die. Next Heaven to you madame I 
owe feelings the highcft pitch of earthly 
glory could never infpire me with for 
one ftngfc momentr He tten called for 
fcis fucccffor-, held him in his arnis as be 
lay in bed^ and throwing off that oftea- 
tation which had diffuied itfelf through- 
out the main part of his life, candidly 
confelTed all bis errors,. aU his^ faijltbv 
lold the child, You will very foon be^* 
con&c^ fovereign of a. great kingdom ^ 
1 5 wha^^ 
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what I moft ftrongly rccomlnend to you, 
is never to negleftyour duty to God, or 
forget that to his divine majefty you 
owe all you are. Endeavour to preferve 
peace with your neighbours : I have 
been too fond of war. Imitate me nei- 
ther in that, nor my extravagance. Take 
counfel in all thbgs ;. fckdl the beft^and 
endeavour to follow it; comfort and 
relieve your people to- the utmoft of your 
power, and do all thofe things / unfor- 
tunately wasted the means to do. By 
fctcing out wrong,, dazzled by military 
glory, I obftinately launched out into^ 
long and expenfive wars, infenfibly waf- 
ted the treafure, nay,^ the blood of jPr/j/r^y 
notj& eafily recruited. His fucceflbr has 
this wife, this felutary advice written, 
and placed every night under his pillow.. 
How much it has profited him, kc his 

SubjeSSy^ 
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fubjeU^^ his family witnefs. This dying 
advice of Louis is mentioned in divcfs 
hiftories, but very inaccurately. This I 
may venture to affure you is a veritable 
copy, and almoft a literal tranflation oF 
the original. His making no provifion 
for the moft faithful, tender friend ht 
ever met with, as well as the moft in- 
ftruftive agreeable companion appears 
extraordinary, till we recoUeft his Ma- 
jefty recommended her to the Regent^s 
eare, who looking on her as dowager of 
France^ made o£Fers accordingly ^ all 
of which Ihe rejcded v would W^^t of 
no more than fourrand-twenty thoufand 
livrts penfion, which was punftually 
paid her. She retired to St, Cyr, and 
fpent the remainder of her days in afts 
of piety and beneficence. I admire her 
chara<5lcr> and honour her memory. I 
I 6 cannot 
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cannot look upon her as having afted a 
part. Bcfides, that (he had no intereflr- 
cd motives for fo doing. I fee nothing ia 
the whole of her conduct unnatural to a 
mind rightly turned.. I have been fo 
very explicit upon convents I have hard- 
ly time or room to expatiate upon the 
beauties of the palace of VerfaiUes, of 
which we have heard lb much; and in- 
deed, fo far as it is finilbed,. it merits all 
that can befaid ; but this,, like all French, 
plans, was too great to be completed.. 
One wing is an abfolute ikcleton, aod 
will Mobably remain fuch while it ftands. 
The rront is at leaft half a mile in length.. 
This, like all the reft of the palaces, is 
much negleftcd. Adieu, ray dear Mor- 
vina ; love, and believe me ever yours.. 



L E T-^ 
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LETTER XXIV. 



My dear Morvina,. 

THE French court is zm^imgfy 
brilliant ; the politenefs of every ind>- 
ridual which compofe it pleafing (in- 
deed flattering) beyond conception. It 
is impoffible to feel out of humour and 
diffatisfied vrith yourfclf while you feem 
to make the happinefs of all around you. 
They vie with each other in their atten^ 
tion to ftrangcrs, and at the very inftant 
they are ftudying to amufc and rendfer 
you happy, appear to gratiiy thenifelvcs 
only. In Ihort, you never fed the 
weight of their favours j they afTume no 

fort 
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fort of fupcriority over thofe with whom 
they convcife, hawercr exalted their 
rank* They place nobility in blood, 
the fourcc whence the delightful fruits 
of itmuftarife: they never look toge- 
ther grapes from brambles, &c. You 
cannot perfuadethem that cidicr royalty 
or gold have power to ennoble the heart, 
exak the ientiments, or refine the man* 
ncrs of a bourgeois. They fee, or think 
. they fee, the mean origimd, though ^bf* 
fed over with court favour, peeping from 
behind a ftar of the firft magnitude, eon- 
fequently never contaminate > their blood 
by fuch unnatural cooneAicms as are 
daily formed in En^and, and which' h^ 
already fpread fuch a quantity of vulga- 
rity and impertinence throughout great ' 
part of the kingdom, as tOirender us ob- 
jcfts of contenipt^anda.proverbjof fei;o- 

ciry 
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city to rnoft of our neighbours. But to 
return to thefe charming people, who af* 
ter all are no more than what thofe of 
gentle blood are every where r it is the 
horrid melange with which all our pulj- 
Kc places, I am forry to faf even our 
court, h filled,^that finks us and degrades 
us in the eyes of attrefpcftable rational 
beings. I am again ftrayed from my pur* 
pofe, which was to tell you what I find 
no language can reach,, the extreme 
gQodnefs,.poUtenefs,. nay,, friendlhip of 
madame the Duchefs of M — towards usr 
all. We are admitted of her coterie : no 
finall mark of diftindtion, let me tell yow^ 
She fpeaks-of me and ta mein terms la 
flattering and kind, I ffiould be afhamed 
to repeat them ewn to you^ my dear Af- 
ter. This lady is daughter to the Prince 
of C— — rv was firft married to the 

Prince 
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Prince of L , who was killed in a. 
duel by the Duke de R . She mar- 
ried fecondly the Marquis, afterwards 

Duke of M . At her houfe I fre- 

quently meet with Fk>rentine nobi- 
Uta ; they ape exceedingly civil, but 
their good breeding too frequently dege* 
nerates into ceremony •, and I cannot fay 
they are altogether fo much adapted to 
my tafte as the people of this country •, 
at the fame time there is a compofure in 
the Italians to which thefe people Teem 
abfolute ftrangers. This want of /ere- 
H'ity ift the French is merely confti^ti- 
tronal •, in the Englilh affefbation, which 
reilders it a thoufand times more difguft* 
ing •, and it is enough io at beft. I tove 
vivacity, but I hate riot. \ admire wit^ 
but deteft pretenders to it. I have met 
many of the firft^ but not one of the 

laft: 
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hdt here. Thcfc people in general fcem 
to know their forte, and adtfrom it-, are 
never inconfiftent with thenntfelves. Sure 
this requires more than an ordinary de- 
gree o^ underftanding. You will conw 
elude they have filched mine» my dear 
Morvina, if I add much oKire to this al> 
ready too long dull epiftle, than that mf 
Jcnre aa^dfriendihip is invariably yoursi.: 
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LETTER XXV. 



I BcBevc I ' never toH 70U of an in- 
timacy!' made very early bn my arrival 
inParts^witha co-adjmrdfe bf one df 
thefirft .of the religious 4ioufes tnthis 
metropolis, not more eminent for her 
abilities^ birth, and rank, than goodneft 
of he^rt and rectitude of conduft $ that 
Heaven within lights up her whole 
countenance, fills your mind at once 
with love and refpefl: for her. ThougK 
not in the bloom of youth, (he is ftill 
handfome, her perfon elegant and ma- 
jeiiic J but the awfulnefc of majefty is 
fof teoed by a beneficence of heart : her 
elegance of ftile heightened by the pu- 
rity 
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my of it: her convcrfation is both ito^ 
proving and delightful : I oercr met hef 
without feeling a :pcculiar plea:fwe, or 
parted from ter without extreme regret 
You wUl readily believe then Qur iriti- 
inacy has> ere tlu$, grown into a friendT 
ihip. Ye$, niy dear Mor vina^ - £he ho* 
Hours me with ker friendflilp* aod;! ei^ 
teem no tiqnour greater. I hold i it out 
^ thie moft valuable acquifittoos I xifst 
made. J^rmGdesofJaiibrvfe^mvirfij^ 
.Though eachof us jfeemifefcflyDeiyioct 
in that we profei^^ it haa iirldom oiaded 
part in our converfatioit, wMch v^wap 
tends more to thegreatend^than themeaos^ 
With sz right turned heart we think wc 
cannot ftray far out of the /road to that 
happincfs, that perfeft blifi, .punchafed 
for us at no lefs price than the ihameful 
and painful death of our Lord. and Maf- 

tef> 



\ 
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fitr, the great author and fini(her of our 
faith, I wifli you knew her ; fbe ofteit 
wilhes to be acquainted with you j it ?y 
more than probable you may ibme time 
tn^t* En attendant^ take her ftory from 
me I how lingular foever it may appear 
tayoUyl will venture to anfwer for the 
truth of every fyllable. My amiable 
iriendgave it me as fuch, and deceit never 
ibund 8 place in her fiieart to begin. She 
18 one of two daughters of a princeof one 
49f thefirft houfes (next to thofe of the 
blood) ini France r indeed, fome of the 
pwtSt oi thai blood runs in her veinsy 
and (he does honour to the bed blood in 
Europe. At a certain age, fhe, like all 
other women of condition, was placed 
in a convent for education. From a 
JTweetnefs of difpofition, as well as 
ftrength and quickncfs of parts, foon 

became 
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became the darling of the whole fiftcr. 
liood, and Jbe held them equally dear 
The prince and princefs, her father and 
mother, vifited her frequently ; happy 
in the improvement both of her mind 
and perfon, they impatiently longed for 
the time of taking her home. In her 
fixteenth year that wiflicd-for moment ar- 
rived. Though flie loved and honoured 
her natural parents to a degree of enthu- 
iiafm, fhe could not part with thofe by 
adoption, without the foreft regret •, and 
fliefufFefcd many an heart-felt pang in 
the midft of the world, and all its de- 
lights, at being torn from friends her 
little heart had been early accuftomed to 
love, and whom in maturer years (he found 
had amply merited it from her. On 
her arrival at the chateau de ■ ■ , 

die whole world flocked in to welcome 
X the 
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the prince J^nd princcfs on the return o^ 
their fair daughter ; and fair indeed fhe 
was, in every fenfe of the word. Balls, 
mafquerades, and every fpecies of enter- 
tainment proper for her rank and years, 
were offered her in abundance. She en- 
joyed them with a vivacity natural to 
youth and good humour ; but far from 
being intoxicated with the glare and 
fplendor of worldly greatnefs, they al- 
ways left a vacuum in her heart, which 
fhe had never felt in retirement, and 
could but ill account for, therefore al- 
moft wifhed herfelf there again. Nay, 
fhe has more than once afTured me, ten- 
dernefs for the princefs only could have 
reftrained her from earneftly foliciting 
the prince to fufFer her to return to that 
fwect fociety, in which fhe- could alone 
hope for happinefs. Charming as fhe 
I was. 
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was^ you will readily believe fhe wanted 
Jiot for admirers, on her firft appearing, 
in the world. If her beauty drew crowds 
about her, and thofc of the firft rank^ 
her merit failed not to attach all who had. 
fouls capable of attachment. Her wit 
was (though brilliant) of that kind,* 
which pleafes without offending, as free 
from fatyr a^ from felf fufficiency. Her 
iinderftanding inferior to none, with a 
contempt of being forward in (hewing 
it. She had but one fitter, who was^ 
much older than ber^ and had been mar* 
ried many years to a man of high rank 
and great fortune, great part of which 
he had left entirely in her difpofal. She 
was left a widow at five and twenty, and 
determined to remain fuch, having rc- 
fufed many of the moft eligible and 
greateft marriages in France. Her 

riches 
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riches were immcnfc j children (he liad 
none •, therefore h was very natural Ihc 
fhould wilh to fee her fitter happily ef- 
tablifhed in the world. The Prince and 
Princefs were not more anxious on that 
fcore than the Duchefs of " ' » " . they 
frequently talked together on the fubr 
jeft ; all wifhed to find out who (amongft 
her adorers) the amiable co-adjutref$ 
diftinguifhed. Before they made known 
their wiflies to her, three long years wore 
away, ere they were able to form the 
kaft judgment i and had it not been for 
a very fingular accident, many mort 
might have rolled on in the fame incer- 
titude. The modeft diffidence flie had 
of herfelf made her doubt the power of 
her charms, and the faith of her lovers. 
Her delicacy of fentiment was too re- 
fined to let her endure the thought of 

any 



«i^y marPs believing he bad found tlie 

vay into her heart, until ihe was be« 

yond all doubt fecure of his, therefore 

not a fingle glance on the dear diftinguijh* 

eii one did fhe ever caft, that could poi& 

bly betray her fentiments towards him. 

If then the Argus eyes of an enamorata» 

whofe vanity kept pace with his paffion, 

attempted unfuccefsfulLy to fee into her 

heart, how vain was that hope in others ; 

mnd fhe would probably have carried 

her paifion undifcovered along with her to 

the grave, had not deftiny, or, more pro* 

perly fpeaking, chance, revealed the Secret 

for her. The Count dc , a younger 

branch of the fajne houfe ihe was of, 
^nt much of hi^ time with the Princ^ 
who was both his patron and guardian^ 
<bis father being killed acBe head of one 
ai the beft regiments in the fervice of 
Vol. L K France) 
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JFrance, andmoftlyof his own difcipli- 
ning. He was very early in his life 
honoured with the order of St. Lewis, as 
a reward for his Angular valour at the 
fiege of Philiplburg, arid that diftin- 
guifhcd him from the reft of the officers 
of his regiment, moft of whom lay dead, 
or dying on the field of battle at Dettin- 
gen. The Count, his Ton, had as much 
as poflible the lofs of Fuch a father made 
up to him in the paretital afFeftion and 
tenderncfsof both the Prince and Prin- 
cels. He knew no mother but the lat- 
ter, his own having paid the debt of na- 
ture at his entrance into the world. At 
the time of his father's death he was at 
the firft academy in Paris. The Prince 

of— went to him, brought him 

home to his own houfe, where every ima- 
ginable confolation was offered him. 

When 
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■W'hen^ the violence of his grief was. $ 
Uttje fpbfided, he replaced him in the 
fame academy to finifh his ftudies, which 
happened about, two- years before my dear 
Madame was fetched from the convent. 
The Count had every requifite to form 
what the world calls a fine gentleman. 
His natural endowments were improved 
by an education fuitable to his rank and 
turn of mind. He was univerfally be- 
loved and admired. The Prince \of • 

procured him a very honourable poft at 
court, which he filled with honour and 
propriety, and was reckoned one of the 
handfomeft men about the court* Charms 
enough were found in him to eclipfe 
fiven the beauty of the Grand Monarch. 
Enchanting as his perfon was, his man- 
ners were a thouiand times more fo j his 
.caiQj , and dkgancc were unparalleled ; 
K 2 and 
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and if by ^ outward form you judge 0^ 
the mind, his muft have had &w equals,, 
not one fuperior. But the frquel wilt 
fhew how erroneoudy we decide y how 
we are carried away by prej^udice on the 
very points on which our happinels or 
mifcry throughout life depends. But ta 
wave moralizing, and return to my fto^ 
ry. In the midftof a ball given by the 
Duke of Bourbon at Chantilly, chitBf 
in compliment to the Prince and Prior 
eels, an expreis arrived of the Count's 
having fought a duef, and Tying at the 
point of dfeath. The whole room were 
in the ut^ofl;confij(ion,nay>diftrefs; but 
my poor friend feemed to have gone be^ 
tore to receive hitn. She was carried 
home in a date of total infenfibility. 
Every body eafily divmed the caufc of 
her iUncfe* They knew no force ia'me- 

dicine 
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dicine had power to heal it. So foon as 
flie was a little reftored, fhe entreated 
her fond and> adored mother would in- 
form her of all Ihe knew relative to 
the Count, and not attempt, if he was 
no more,.ta lengthen out her days of 
honor* The poor Princefs offered her 
all poffible: comfort, and aflUred her that 
fhe every inftant waited the return of an 
exprefs fhe h^d difpatched from Chan- 
tilly y xh^t Jhd, fhbuld, if fhe pleafed, ex^ 
ami^e him firft herfelf. Nb^ my amia^^ 
ble and dear mother, replied fKe, were 
I bafe and ungratefuK enough to fulpedl 
you capable of duplicity, I Ihould de- 
ferve to be made the dupe of the uni- 
verfp.. From: your lips L expect my 
doom, however fcvere;, that will a Irttle 
mitigate its fbrce; and.«truft me,- though* 
iiiy; feeble frame was onc€ overpowered^. 



\ 
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you flull not in future bluih for the jcod- 
duSt of your daughter. Here tears in- 
terrupted further converfation, and in 
that ioftant the exprefs returned with a 
billet from the Count to thd^rince, filled 
with nuiny acknowledgments^ &c. and 
aflurances that his wound was never of 
conftq^ence enough to raife the fmalleft 
apprehenfioa in the forgeons who at* 
tended hiin> and that in a very few da]rs 
he hoped to be aUe to ki£i their hands 
at the chateau de ■■■ > This letter 

was (hewn to the lovely Adelioa (for fi» 
was nEiy friend called.) It inftandy 
wroi^ht a cure ^ and fhe eai^oyed a good 
night's fleep, without having recourle to 
Ojuates. The hurry of (jtihs ihe run 
thro' that evening,, allowed her not leifure 
to refleft cooUy on the dreadful difcovexy 
this untoward accident had cauied. But 
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no focmer had (he coflcfked berfelf, thaii 
the dreadful confequences of it ftared 
her full to the face» with erery horror, 
every difagreeabk circumftnce attend* 
ingu:. The moment Ihe was iatisfied 
of die iafety of that brer ihe would 
wiltii^ly hare died to iave» flie wi(hcd 
to fly to a convent, and flnit herfelfup 
from Urn for ever. What an inconfi^ 
tency! yet lb unacooonubly are we 
^ made# She dreaded feeing the Prince 
and PrinceiSy much more the reft <^ the 
worldt who had been eye*witnefles of her 
weaknq& The bare ideaof faciiig the 
Count was iofi^portaUe to hen The 
Prince and Princefs thought he had 
charms enough to juftify her to the 
world V and.thoi^h in pomt of fortune 
her choice was i^t the cooft prudendal^ 
they were hap|7 to find noodicr obftadd 
t Tbat 
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Tiat thiy could eafily filrfnount, and imi^ 
paticmly waited to hear thfe found of 
her bell ; for they would not ' by any 
means break in on that repofe they well 
knew flic ftood in need of, to recover 
her ifjiritei after: the uncotnmon agita- 
ta they had l\s0:ained for ibthany hours 
together^; which accounted to them for 
her being later than ufuaU At leng|hi 
with, fhame^. fear, and trembling^V fhe 
touched the belli ' The Prihcefs 'was 
the firft who anfwered it^ . and found her 
Adclina in tearsj which Ihe endeavoured , 
tOiwipe away,i by telliA^her the^amiabir 
tty of tbel man of her -choice had' long 
ftriUckthem in itsfuU forc^, knd though 
they had bothi determined never to' biasi 
(much I'efs foree)^'her:: inclinations, tb'^ 
;«verei flir jiMirccfirfefs';^ infinitely 'hi^py 
.td-fiikJ therit ^iiked on ^ tlie perfon' In^ the 
I* ^ world! 
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world they coidd iiave wiflied to pmot 
out to her> believk^ bi» perfeftly wor- 
thy of the prdejrcnce file ikewed him^ 
that the PnAce had received another let* 
ter from him, and expe&ed him ther^ 
the very next day^ Hb wound hod ne- 
ver been more than a fittle fctatch,. and 
was then perfedUy healed. Security of^ 
ten produces negleft ^ and the paflion of 
the divine Adeltna feetned to vaniih with 
the danger of her loven The facility 
with which her parents confented to her 
marrying him» fhame and contempt of 
herfelf for want of fortitude fufficient to 
maintain a proper decQrum,^ ufurped the 
place of paflion, and (he entreated her 
mother would fpare her the pain of fte- 
ingtheCount, at leaft: for fome days. 
The Frinceis well knowing the nx>ro 
time ihe had to refle^x the more difiatif- 

ficd 
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fi^dthe would be'witii hier paft conditifC^ 
corifecjuently rriore averfe to feeing Vhc 
caufc of it, however innoc#nt, prefTed 
her not to delajr rendering herifelf an(J 
them happy, by buffering' caufttefs ab- 
fufrf fcriiples'to rilt in hei^ mind ^ 'that 
Mr wholfe' behaviour was' natiiFaVcbri- 
(iftent with the fenfibility of her heart,. 
as was the ftruggles ffie muft have- Kai 
to coricedf6er'|)a{nbn,' witK the modefty 
kriB^'delicacy of heV Tex and! years. She 
could'not' doubt, Ae faid, tfic Count's* 
having long felt and declared a paflion 
the moft tcrideir for her : that both.fher 
and me Prince had-ofteii^ marked hqw. 
affiduoufly att(;ntivc he was to her on ev* 
eryoccafion, and. marked it with plea.- 
fure, as well as the. unaffeded politenel^ 
and delicacy with which fhe received all 
^fiis douceurs i/tlut he Kad both a head> 
^ audi 



sand heart /^^ good to prefume upon a jdif- 
rovcry in his favour he owed to accident 
only, therefore (he intreatcd her to fee the 
Count, andXuSer him jxd make heriifter 
his friend, to negotiate the affair with 
the Prince, who (he could readily anfwer 
for would raife no objeftions, but rejoice 
in the opportunity of eftabliihing his 
daughter happily. . With a Jthoufand 
-bluflies, fighs, nay, teatti;^* Adelina pro- 
mifed to obey 'her adored mother. Here^ 
indeed^ it was no more than obeying the 
didates of her own heart, though mo- 
defty had at firftmade her wifti to decline 
an interview with the man on earth flic 
loved, and ftill made -her tremble. She 
feared left her paft condutft (hould ap- 
pear in his eyes tinged ^ith levity, -and 
could much more cafily have bwnc the 
Jk>fs of his perfon, than the fmalleft tittle 

of 
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of tiisefteenitOn the preiervadon of w^idi 
file boUt her futttre happinefs ^ but that 
4ur was Ul founded ; every zSthn of 
her life, nay, thoug^c of her ibul ever 
liave, and juftly may claim theefteem of 
&U mankind. But to return, (he left her 
tbamber with the Princeis, who led her 
to the Prince's apartmeoc She threw 
berfelf at his feeti he lifted her upi 
unable to aman^ate a fyUable more than 
that her happinels, next to that of the 
Princefs, was the chic^ point be had in 
view. She nnght depend on his perform- 
ing, with the utmoft punduality^ all 
her mother had promifed for him. As 
file pafied through the faloon to dinner, 
where ftood a nnilticude of attendants 
on either fide, whofe eyes and hearts 
were full of joy on the ipeedy reeftablifh- 
ment of Mademoifelle's health, and the 

happy 
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happy cfcape of the perfon on earth they 
deemed moft dear to her. She did not 
darelopk.upy though the fweetnefs of 
her diipoficion and rectitude of manners^ 
left no room for the moil harfh ill-nature 
to fuipeft levity had found a place in her 
heart ; and the poor fervants^ from the 
firft to the \aSty had fo amply experienced 
her goodnefs, as to raife in their minds 
ideas of her above mortality. Rumour, 
which flies fwifterthan lightning, had 
carried the whole affair of the Chantilly 
ball to the Count'Ssears. Impatient to 
avail himfelf erf K» good fortune, he 
fiew on the wings of love, who, though 
blind, makes his way to the full as (pee-; 
dily as rumour, even when Be is fupport« 
cd by flander; and with the fecond courfe 
the Count was ferved up. The joy his 
approach caufed in the fervants, made 
Vol. h L thend 
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tficm forget their fevcral avocations, fet 
down their loads, andfcamper over ro- 
ties, patties, entremets, &c. trampling 
underfoot the whole art of cookery to 
announce his arrival. Indeed, the con- 
fufion it caufed in the higher powers 
made them very little attentive to the eti- 
quette of the table, and the poor Prin- 
cefs preffed the Count much to eat, with- 
out any one difh on the table. This 
luckily raifed a laugh,, and furnilhed 
converfation while the dinner lafted. 
What happened to my ajt^i^le friend af- 
ter, fleep will not allow me to teii you ^ 
therefore adieu, till next poft. My deaC 
Morvina, good nighti 



Erd of tb£ Vxmt Volumi. 
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